AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 24 AUGUST 2020, AT AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 3pm TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2020 AND THE SIGNING OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS WHICH WERE PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED AND APPROVED AS A CORRECT RECORD BY ELECTRONIC OR TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

11260
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Mrs Boulton

-
safeguarding (Public Health Pandemic)


Councillor Greene

-
personal commitment


Councillor Ms Woolgar

-
personal commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

11261
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members present having all been granted Dispensations in respect of any matters relating to ‘discussing/debating the Budget and Setting the Parish Council Precept’.

11262
BALANCED RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDING

31 MARCH 2020 – APPROVED

11263
ANALYSIS OF ACCOUNTS – APPROVED

11264
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT – to receive and approve

11265
BALANCE SHEET FOR YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2020 was APPROVED and SIGNED by the Chairman of the Meeting and the Responsible Financial Officer.

11266
SUPPORTING STATEMENT – year end balances were noted and APPROVED and SIGNED by the Chairman of the Meeting and the Responsible Financial Officer.

The Clerk reported on the Accounts and Audit Regulations,  the new Statutory Instruments introduced and the new legislation in response to the COVID-19 Public Health Pandemic.  Exercise of Public Rights to commence Wednesday, 26 August 2020 to Wednesday, 7 October 2020.   Submission date for Audit had been set at 1 September 2020. 

11267
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN FOR YEAR ENDING

31 MARCH 2020 – 

Section 1
Annual Governance Statement 2019/2020 was APPROVED and SIGNED by the Chairman of the Meeting and the Clerk.

The Risk Register had been circulated to members, having been reviewed November 2019, and it was AGREED to add under the heading Sports Pavilion ‘upgrade being considered during 2020/2021’ and the document re-circulated to members.

11268
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN FOR YEAR ENDING

31 MARCH 2020 –

Section 2
Accounting Statements 2019/2020 were APPROVED by Resolution and SIGNED by the Chairman of the Meeting, the Responsible Financial officer having previously signed the Statement on
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1 August 2020 before being presented to the authority for approval (detailed analysis circulated to members).

Discussion took place on the layout of the Balance Sheet and a request was made for a copy of the LCC loan balance confirmation document, which was sent to the external auditor, to be circulated to members.

A full breakdown of Earmarked Reserves and other Reserves was given and NOTED. 

The Clerk updated members on the difficulties she was encountering during the Public Health Pandemic in respect of the closure of 4 playareas and the accompanying signage (laminated notices), the anti-social behaviour in the Quarry Woodland, the Bowling Green and the Sports Pavilion  - after consideration, it was agreed to look into the purchase of some form of permanent noticeboard for each playarea.   A discussion took place on the use of  CIL monies and for consideration to be given to an upgrade to the Sports Pavilion based on the recommendations of the Consultant Architect.  A copy of his letter to be circulated to all members at the next meeting and a Chairman elected to take this project forward in consultation with members of the Playing Fields Committee and representatives of the Aughton Sports Association.  Consideration could also be given to a Sustainable/Infrastructure Survey of the Woodland using CIL monies.  Members were asked to view the ‘Guidance for Parish Councils on the use of CIL funding’ on the Borough Council website to justify its use.  

11269
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 9 MARCH 2020 – previously considered and APPROVED as a correct record by electronic or telephone communication – were SIGNED and dated by the Chairman.

11270
MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 17 MARCH 2020 – previously considered and approved as a correct record by electronic or telephone communication – were SIGNED and dated by the Chairman.

11271
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – to be confirmed.

COVID-19 Government Guidelines were strictly adhered to.

