AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 1 DECEMBER 2020, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm.   In accordance with the Provisions of the Coronavirus Act 2020 and the Local Authorities and Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police & Crime Panel Members) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020, this meeting took place by Zoom Conferencing/electronic/telephone communication. 

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance (completed by the Clerk)

11272
APOLOGIES for attendance at the meeting were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Mrs Boulton

-
safeguarding (Public Health Pandemic) but







electronic/telephone communication


Councillor Ms Woolgar

-
ditto


Councillor Mills

- 
indisposed

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

11273
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – if a member requires advice on Declarations of Interest, he/she should contact the Clerk in advance of the meeting.

11274
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 24 AUGUST 2020, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED as a correct record (for signature by the Chairman when appropriate to return to ‘face to face’ meetings)

11275
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
copies of documents requested had been circulated to members, ie Risk Management (updated) & LCC letter submitted to External Auditor on Loan Balances (for further discussion at Estimates Meeting).

b)
confirmation that the AGAR was the PC Smaller Authorities’ main document and that Business/Commercial Accounts were not the same as Parish Council Accounts and should not be compared.

11276
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON AGENDA ITEMS – confirmation that there had been no matters on agenda items raised by e-mail to the Clerk.

11277
PLANNING:  Planning On-line Public Notices (view www.aughtonparishcouncil.uk) - from 

9 March operating a Scheme of Delegation (attached).

a)
Latest Weekly List Items:  

There were no comments in the cases of - 2020/0904/FUL  2020/0982/FUL & 2020/1063/FUL

(Councillor Ian Mercer, as the owner/Company Director of part of the site, declared his Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in the next item,  was  therefore ‘muted’  and ‘went into the waiting room’ during discussion)

b)
Notification of New Addresses:  Response required by 18 December 2020.

Land to the rear of 69-75 Town Green Lane – the developer had suggested two options for naming, ie

a)  Sidings Close and b) Royal Sidings Close.   After discussion, members supported a)  Sidings Close.  

(Councillor Mercer rejoined the meeting)

11278
POLICING OF AUGHTON – a brief report was given on the recent spate of burglaries in the Parish and the policing work carried out in response.  Details given of ‘Operation Covalent’, a major operation launched in the fight against organised crime, was NOTED.
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11279
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
External Audit:  completion of Audit – members received for approval and acceptance the Final Certificate of Audit for the year ended 31 March 2020 (displayed on the website).  There were no matters arising from the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR).  It was RESOLVED to approve payment to PKF Littlejohn LLP for professional services rendered for external audit in the sum of £300 (plus VAT).

b)
Graveyard Grants – St Michael’s Church & Christ Church – it was RESOLVED to approve payment of £500 to each church (Budget Allocation).

c)
Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) – it was RESOLVED to approve membership renewal in the sum of £36 to CPRE HQ.

d)
CIL Monies – members noted the response from the CIL Officer in respect of the spending of these reserves (circulated prior to meeting).  Members must be satisfied that any projects met the specific criteria or otherwise there was a risk that the monies would need to be returned to the Borough Council.

The Sports Pavilion upgrade was discussed, a copy of the letter from the Consultant Architect had been circulated to members prior to the meeting, and it was agreed to arrange a small working group meeting with him early in the new year (funding for an upgrade from Reserves/Precept or with the approval of the CIL Officer for use of CIL monies).

Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, it was resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and the press leave the meeting during consideration of the next item 11279 e).  Any members of the public viewing the proceedings would now be removed from the Zoom Meeting.

No members of the public were present.

e)
Public Bowling Green at William Arnold Silcock Memorial Playing Field – the Clerk/RFO had issued 4 invitations to tender (returnable date 16 November 2020) to recommended contractors to supply and install V-3Mesh Fencing (Green) approximately 1.730m high inclusive of posts, anti-vandal fixings and full installation – the fence to be inside the Beech Hedge to enable cutting back of the hedge to ensure a clear fenceline – this hedge maintenance to be undertaken by the Parish Council.    As recommended by the *Amenity & Sports Turf specialist, this project should help protect & improve the condition of the bowling green surface. 

The 4 tender offers were considered by members.   

It was RESOLVED to accept the lowest, most suitable offer of £5,895 (plus VAT) from Urban Fencing of Wigan for the fence installation, with a completion date by 28 February 2021 (funded from Reserves or with the approval of the CIL Officer for use of CIL monies (Green Infrastructure)).   *A letter of support had been requested for submission to the CIL Officer.

f)
Finance Committee Meeting – deferred awaiting positive response from CIL Officer for approval of spending CIL monies for the Parish Council’s 4 priorities, ie Bowling Green, Sports Pavilion, Playareas & Woodland Survey.

g)
Estimates Meeting – to consider and arrange date of meeting.  It was AGREED to give consideration to Monday, 18th or  Monday, 25th January or Monday, 1st February latest – to be confirmed.

11280
COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH PANDEMIC – to receive the Clerk’s report.  

a)
Grounds Maintenance & Litter Collection – a vast increase in the usage of the parks and open spaces by local residents and visitors from other areas resulting in problems with excess litter and dog-waste.  Thanks to the grounds maintenance team and the part-time park-keeper, every effort was made to ‘keep on top of it all’. 

b)
Dog-Fouling – a considerable increase in dog-fouling as a result of an increase in new dogs bought during the Pandemic, an increase in visitors, plus an increase in ‘over-flowing’ dog-waste and litter bins.
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(Para.11280 Continued)

(it was suggested that some of the BC dog-waste bins were not suitably located, others had fallen into disrepair and had been removed and there was a need for additional bins in more suitable locations).


It was agreed that members forward suggestions for the siting of these bins to the Clerk before the next meeting so that a full list could be sent to the appropriate Borough Council Officer for consideration.

c)
Playareas – problems when the playareas were closed, locked and Notices installed on the gates, on the instructions of the Government.  Currently, the playareas remained open and special Notices had been displayed giving COVID-19 Guidelines for users.  Regrettably, a local resident had taken it upon themselves to lock the playarea gate to keep youths out and to remove the Notices from Rachel Taylor Memorial Playarea, off Cherry Tree Lane.  The Clerk had received complaints from the local school and parents of youngsters trying to access the playarea,  so the matter had been reported to the local policing team and was now under investigation.  

d)
Trees – problems with more people ‘working from home during lockdown’ complaining that the trees on our open spaces were blocking out ‘sunlight’ from gardens.  The Parish Council’s programme of tree management would continue, according to priorities and a limited tree budget.

The Clerk’s report was NOTED.  The Chairman thanked the Clerk for carrying out her work in these difficult times and in trying to keep everywhere in good order during the COVID-19 Public Health Pandemic.

11281
ACCOUNTS (list circulated to members) – authorisation of payments from 9 March operating a scheme of delegation (list attached).

New List:

Income









-

Expenditure








(includes VAT)

Scheme of Delegation – cheques dated 30 November 2020

Viking Tree Services – emergency tree work in Quarry Woodland

   900.00

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – winter maintenance, leaf

  clearance and hedging (budget allocation)




2,603.00

Salaries – part-time Clerk/part-time Park-keeper (Winter hours)


1,354.00

HMRC – income tax & NIC






   164.03

Meeting dated 1 December 2020 

PKF Littlejohn LLP – external audit professional services rendered

   360.00

St Michael’s Church Parochial Church Council – Graveyard Grant

   500.00

Christ Church Parochial Church Council – Graveyard Grant


   500.00

CPRE – membership renewal






     36.00

Parish & Town Training – zoom training workshop (Clerk)


     25.00 

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

11282
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 11 January 2021.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm.

