AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 11 JANUARY 2021, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm.  In accordance with the Provisions of the Coronavirus Act 2020 and the Local Authorities and Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police & Crime Panel Members) (England and Wales) Regulation 2020, this meeting took place by Zoom Conferencing/electronic/telephone communication.

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance (completed by the Clerk)

11283
APOLOGIES for attendance at the meeting were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Mrs Boulton

-
safeguarding (Public Health Pandemic) but







electronic/telephone communication


Councillor Ms Woolgar

-
indisposed

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

11284
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – if a member requires advice on Declarations of Interest, 

he/she should contact the Clerk in advance of the meeting.

11285
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 1 DECEMBER 2020, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED as a correct record (for signature by the Chairman when appropriate to do so).

11286
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
CIL Monies – an update was given – the latest response from the CIL Officer at West Lancashire Borough Council on the 4 Projects submitted for approval was welcomed by members, ie  Public Bowling Green (Green Infrastructure),  Sports Pavilion, Playareas and Woodland Survey.

11287
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON AGENDA ITEMS – confirmation that there had been no matters on agenda items raised by e-mail to the Clerk.  

11288
VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR – to report the procedure to date. The Clerk reported that the Notices of the Vacancies (3) had been posted on the Parish Noticeboards and website and she had received confirmation from the WLBC Electoral Services that the Co-option process could proceed.  A person was eligible to be co-opted provided he/she was qualified to be a councillor pursuant to s.79 and was not disqualified pursuant to s.80 of the LGA 1972.  The Chairman reported the Interview Selection Panel had interviewed 2 prospective candidates who appeared to be committed to contributing to the Parish Council’s aims and objectives in serving the local community.  The recommendation was then made that Mr James Collins and Dr David Gallagher be invited and co-opted onto Aughton Parish Council to fill two of the vacancies.   The recommendation was APPROVED and RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.  

The new members, having joined the meeting, then each READ the DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE for signature and the Declaration of Interests and Dispensations to be arranged with the Clerk/Proper Officer of the Council.   The Chairman welcomed Councillor Collins (North East Ward) & Councillor Gallagher (Holt Green Ward) to Aughton Parish Council.

11289
DATES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2021 – the list of dates, which had been circulated to members prior to the meeting, were considered and APPROVED including the date of the Estimates Meeting as Monday, 25 January 2021, by Zoom Conferencing.  The proposed date of 10 May 2021 for the Annual Meeting of the Council would be confirmed, subject to Government Guidelines via the National Association of Local Councils.
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(Councillor Ian Mercer declared a DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST in 2020/0844/FUL, as a Director and Shareholder of NW Turf Ltd, who own the land and was therefore ‘muted’ and ‘went into the waiting room’ during discussion)

11290
PLANNING:

a)
Weekly List Items

2020/0844/FUL   Land to East of Railway Line, Mickering Lane – installation of Railway Substation and associated equipment, with associated site fencing and access road.  Members were not aware of any neighbours’ objections to the proposal and the Clerk read out a letter in support from a resident in Mickering Lane.  Members, therefore, supported the application offering an alternative siting to that submitted and refused planning permission previously, subject to the satisfactory access arrangements and signage details recommended plus the approval of the public rights of way team.

(Councillor Mercer rejoined the meeting)

2020/1060/FUL   Stoneridge, Holly Lane – demolition of existing dwelling and construction of replacement dwelling.  Members noted the pre-application discussions and considered:

a)  the proposed replacement dwelling visually improved the impact on the openness of this elevated Green Belt location;   b)  there appeared to be adequate parking and no detrimental impact on highway safety;

c)  the design of the replacement dwelling, although contemporary, should not detrimentally impact on the street scene or detract from the character of the area.

2020/1182/FUL   4 Delph Lane – erection of a boundary wall/fence and gates at front and boundary wall/fence at side.  Members wished to ensure full compliance with Article 4 Direction for Granville Park Conservation Area and the Design Guide in respect of boundary treatments – to ensure the proposal would not significantly impact on the street scene.

b)
Appeals – notification of 2 Appeals Lodged following the decision by WLBC to refuse planning permission for the erection of a detached dwelling and garage at 10 Middlewood Road (written representations).  NOTED

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision - 2020/0763/FUL  5 Middlewood Road – installation of replacement upvc windows and French doors to front and rear of property; installation of new entrance door to rear;  erection of an outbuilding at rear;  overlaying tarmac to front path and driveway (retrospective – Conservation Area).  Reason for Refusal – the proposed development will be contrary to Policy EN4 of the West Lancashire Local Plan 2012-2027 Development Plan Document, the Granville Park Conservation Area Appraisal Update (June 2017), the Granville Park Conservation Area Design Guide (June 2017) and the duty under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act.  

11291
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL/WEST LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL – COVID-19 Community Testing (asymptomatic) – to confirm that with the permission of the Village Hall Chairman, the Parish Council had taken part in a Survey submitting for consideration Aughton Village Hall and the Parish Council Car Park off Winifred Lane for use as a Testing Centre.  Other smaller venues with car parking areas available, if required.  Noted

11292
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL:

a)
Notice of an Order made under Section 14(1) (a) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, to temporarily prohibit traffic on the road B5197 Prescot Road, South of Aughton from X9347 Greenbank for a distance of 55m in a southerly direction – the prohibition will be operative from 1900 hours until 2200 hours on Monday, 1 March 2021 or until completion of the works.  Alternative route for vehiclular traffic C123 Long Lane – C117 Parrs Lane and vice versa.  Temporary prohibition necessary to allow replacement of a manhole frame & cover.

b)
Highway Matters – various matters were raised in respect of potholes and also problems in icy weather (footbridge off Prescot Road) - members were reminded to report any potholes, street lighting problems,  highway faults etc on the LCC website giving details of locations (nearest lamp-post, street nameplates) and full details of the faults, measurements, etc  www.lancashire.gov.uk/reportit  and receiving a reference number for feedback/update.  WLBC website  www.westlancs.gov.uk/customerservices  offered a similar service for reporting litter, dog-waste problems, overflowing litter/dog-waste bins etc
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11292
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (Continued)

c)
LCC Cabinet’s Budget Proposals 2021/2022 (details previously circulated to members) – after discussion, members believed that given there had been so much hardship in some areas during the 

COVID-19 public health pandemic, any necessary increase should be closer to the current rate of inflation, ie 0.4% approximately, making use of transitional reserves to meet the shortfall.

11293
CHRIST CHURCH:

a)
Graveyard Grants – a letter of thanks from the Vicar of Christ Church was received and noted.

b)
Community Garden Proposal – to consider request for a letter of support for a grant application.

Members were pleased to support the proposal in principle but requested further information.

11294
POLICING OF AUGHTON – to receive a message from the local policing team:

‘Lancashire Talking/In the Know – we have over 45,000 residents in Lancashire who subscribe to the system.  Neighbourhood Policing Teams use the system to send police messages to streets, wards or districts and the service is supported by Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service and Lancashire County Council.  Lancashire Talking is a community tool and we are inviting residents to answer a few questions to identify their top 5 community issues, so that their local Neighbourhood Policing Team can prioritise problems in their neighbourhood on the issues that matter most to the local community.  The system can be considered a modern day digital version of our traditional Neighbourhood Watch Schemes and PACT meetings in helping to identify community concerns, but is more effective as we can involve thousands of residents in setting priorities and we can provide residents with instant updates’.  Find out more information and register here:

https://www.stayintheknow.co.uk        NOTED

11295
WEBSITE – Draft Accessibility Statement completed September 2020 (in compliance).  The Statement was APPROVED and the Webmaster was thanked for his work.  It was noted that any changes, amendments, improvements could be considered at any time (in compliance).  Members raised two questions relating to the new website and further information would be brought forward.

11296
ESTIMATES MEETING – Monday, 25 January 2021, 7.30pm by Zoom Conferencing (Full Council) was confirmed.

11297
ACCOUNTS (circulated to members)

Income








-

Expenditure







(includes VAT)

Lancashire Turf Supplies Ltd – intensive bowling green maintenance
     38.40

Shaw Savage Business Services – stationery replenishment

   127.80

Salaries – part-time Clerk/part-time Park-keeper



1,354.20

HM Revenue & Customs – Income Tax & NIC

      
                164.03

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

11298
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 8 February 2021.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm.

