AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, 9 AUGUST 2021, AT AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm 

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

11404
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Mills
-
indisposed

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

Councillor Pendleton arrived at this stage of the meeting.

11405
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

11406
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 12 JULY 2021, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

11407
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
Police & Community Engagement – an update was given on the matter and an e-mail noted from Aughton Village Hall Management Committee in respect antisocial behaviour, specific vandalism and inability to get feedback or response from the neighbourhood team. 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited comments/questions from Aughton residents present on Agenda Items only.

A resident from Sandy Lane representing a large group of local residents, circulated a resume of efforts made by the group in making an application to West Lancashire Borough Council (WLBC) for the Derby Arms on Prescot Road to be designated as an ‘Asset of Community Value’ given its use, before closure, as a licensed pub/community hub and wishing to protect its status.  The Group’s Facebook page ‘Friends of the Derby Arms’ had 123 members and was increasing.  

(The Chairman, Councillor Jones, declared he was a member of this Group)

After receiving help and advice from WLBC Officers the application was submitted and then resubmitted but finally rejected (the Group was not identified as per the definition in Section 89 (2)(b)(iii) of the Localism Act 2011).  As Parish Councils were identified in the Act as ‘an appropriate Group’, Aughton Parish Council was, therefore, asked to submit an application on behalf of the Friends Group.  If not successful, however, the Friends Group requested the Parish Council to carefully consider any planning application for an inappropriate ‘change of use’.

The Chairman said the request would be considered at Agenda Item 5e) but suggested he got in touch with his Borough Councillors for support to challenge the rejection.

A representative from ARG.2012 thanked the Parish Council for its submission in respect of the WLBC Strategic Housing and Employment Availability Assessment (SHELAA) 2020/21 (Minutes July 2021, Para.11395) and its support for the Group’s submission.   He spoke further on the future of the West Lancashire Local Plan, the timetable etc which would be decided by Cabinet in November, also Agenda Item 5d) which would affect ARG.2012 – stripping away residents’ rights to object to planning applications

(zoned areas – growth or renewal).

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.
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11408
 PLANNING

a)
Weekly List Items

2021/0725/FUL  53 Delph Park Avenue – members expressed concern about the significant extension proposed in addition to previous extension approval for this semi-detached dwelling.  The inclusion of a Juliet balcony and the additional windows proposed on the side elevation could result in overlooking and loss of privacy to the neighbouring property at Number 51 Delph Park Avenue.

2021/0776/FUL  6 Winifred Lane – members wished to ensure full tree protection was afforded to the site.

2021/0875/FUL  56 Granville Park West – the Parish Council wished to iterate comments made against original/previous application 2020/0317/FUL – members raised concerns about overdevelopment of this Conservation Area site – it was important to maintain the appearance and character of the Coach House which sits alongside a Victorian Villa (LP.EN4).  The original permission for conversion of the Coach House had conditions imposed removing Permitted Development rights to ensure any conversion was sympathetic to the adjacent main building.  This latest application for the addition of a small office (the Coach House currently shows a Study within) appears to be significantly different to the approved permission and could therefore be contrary to LP Policy and NPPF Guidance.  Full tree protection should be afforded to the site and the neighbouring trees and the mature woodland subject to a Tree Preservation Order.

2021/0900/FUL  Springfield Court Nursing Home – whilst there had been a significant degree of alterations and extensions to the Nursing Home, members considered the proposed single storey extension to form a storeroom should not affect the openness of the Green Belt and raised no objections to the proposal.

2021/0816/FUL  Georgesons Farm, Formby Lane – the Parish Council noted the history of the site and the granting of planning permission for a similar dwelling in 2013 and the withdrawal of Planning Application 2020/0484/FUL.  With local knowledge, members would therefore reiterate previous comments ie ‘given the proposal was located in close proximity to the junction of Fir Tree Lane and Formby Lane, improved visibility splays would be suggested in the interests of pedestrian and highway safety.’

b)
Appeals/Planning Control/Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision:

Notice of a Refusal for 2021/0494/FUL – 64 Swanpool Lane – the proposed development conflicts with Policy GN3 of the adopted WL Local Plan in that the part two storey/part single storey side extension by reason of its height, massing and position would result in poor outlook and a significant loss of light to residents at 62 Swanpool Lane.

Notice of a Refusal for 2021/0646/FUL – 225 Prescot Road – the proposal conflicts with Policy GN3, supplementary planning document Design Guide (siting, scale, mass and design – incongruous and over dominant in the street scene, does not incorporate suitable, safe access and road layout design,  and Policy EN2 of the adopted WL Local Plan (re effect on trees as a result of the construction of front boundary treatment).

c)
Planning Committee Meeting Report held 22 July 2021:

2021/0569/FUL  11 Old Rectory Green – full planning permission granted subject to conditions including a note in respect of the public sewer/United Utilities’ assets requirements.

d)
Planning Reforms: to receive a letter sent to all Parish Councils from Steve Reed MP, Shadow Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, plus a CPRE article on ‘A vision for better planning’ (circulated to members).  The Government has published highly controversial proposals to reform the planning system.  One aspect that has raised particular concern is the proposal to remove local residents’ rights to object to individual planning applications in their own neighbourhood if the area is zoned for growth or renewal.   In June, the House of Commons called on the Government to protect residents’ rights to retain a voice over planning applications, recognizing that the best way to get necessary new homes built is to support communities, councils and developers to work in partnership – the Motion (passed):

‘This House believes planning works best when developers and the local community work together to shape local areas and deliver necessary new homes;  and therefore calls on the Government to protect the right of communities to object to individual planning applications.’   

MINUTES OF MEETING


-3-



9 AUGUST 2021 

Para.11408 d) Continued

After discussion, members agreed unanimously to support the Motion.  A long established democratic right was under threat and the ‘voice’ of local people and their elected councillors over planning decisions must be protected.

e)
Assets of Community Value:  The Derby Arms, Prescot Road – to consider a group request to nominate – after full discussion on the matter, the following Resolution was made:

‘Aughton Parish Council agrees to the submission of an Asset of Community Value Application for the Derby Arms, Prescot Road, Aughton but with the proviso of no financial obligation’ 

The Motion was that this RESOLUTION be AGREED.

(Vote – For the Motion  -  7   Against the Motion – 0     Abstentions – 0)

The Chairman declared the Motion Won/Approved.

f)
Notification of New Addresses:  Site Location – Land to the rear of the Dog & Gun Inn – to consider the developer’s suggestion of ‘Orchard Close’ -  members considered:

· The developer’s suggestion may be confusing for the local community.

· Aughton already had a postal address as ‘Orchard View’ in North-East Ward.

· The Parish Council would be pleased to consider other alternatives.

11409
VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR – an update was given on the procedure to date and it was AGREED to complete the final stage of the Co-option process at the September Meeting.

11410
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL:  Public Rights of Way – Local Delivery Scheme 2021-22 – after taking all matters into consideration,  it was AGREED not to opt-into the Scheme this year.

11411
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Independent Internal Audit – the audit fee to Mr A Gore MCIPD CILCA for undertaking an audit of the Parish Council financial records and completion of supporting documentation for External Auditors (under social distancing measures) was APPROVED in the sum of £100 (£100).   No issues arising. 

11412
WEST LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL:  Civic Sunday Service – 3 October 2021 – the invitation was noted and response to be confirmed by 6 September 2021.

11413
ACCOUNTS

Income









-

Expenditure








(includes VAT)

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance,

  Hedging (part), tipping fees/diesel for tractor




2,280.44

Mr A Gore – Independent Internal Auditor – fees rendered

   
   100.00

British Telecommunications plc – One Bill Telephone/Business Broadband
   122.61

Viking Tree Services – tree management (part) at Redsands Park


   480.00

Salaries – part-time Clerk & part-time Park-keeper



1,497.33

HM Revenue & Customs – Income Tax & NIC 




   172.65

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.     

A quarterly summary of Bank Balance/Statements was circulated and noted.

11414
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 13 September 2021.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm.

