AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER 2021, AT AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

11415
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Mills
-
indisposed (LGA 1972, s85(1) and (2) Persistent Absence applies

The Chairman announced that the Vacancy in Town Green Ward would be advertised in accordance with statutory procedure.  Ex Parish Councillor Mills had been thanked for his work on the Council and best wishes for the future.

Councillors Collins & Pendleton arrived at this stage of the meeting.

11416
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

11417
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 9 AUGUST 2021, copies circulated prior to meeting, were  APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

11418
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
Notification of New Address:  Land to rear of the Dog & Gun Inn – an alternative suggestion from the developer, ie ‘Vine Close’ was supported by the Parish Council (within the timescale for response) – refer Minutes August 2021, Para. 11408 f).

11419
VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR:  to finalise the Co-option procedure.  The Chairman reported the Interview Selection Panel had interviewed 2 prospective candidates who appeared to be committed to contributing to the Parish Council’s aims and objectives in serving the local community.  The recommendation was then made that Mr Asheem Naraen and Mr Ian Thompson be invited and 

CO-OPTED onto Aughton Parish Council to fill the vacancies in Holt Green Ward  and  Delph Ward.  The recommendation was APPROVED and RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Both new members were then invited into the meeting to make their Declarations of Office and receive their Dispensations in respect of Finance/Budget Setting, etc.

The Chairman welcomed both members to Aughton Parish Council.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited comments/questions from Aughton residents present on Agenda Items only.

A local resident and member of ARG.2012 commented on the Planning Process, the forthcoming White Paper, the proposed new West Lancs Local Plan, the Housing Annual Monitoring Report, use of Windfall sites and the Group’s difficulty in engaging with Borough Ward Councillors.

Another local resident and ARG member referred to Skelmersdale where, when land was taken over in 1960’s, development was not completed.  This could now be completed before any large scale development in the Parishes.

The Chairman said, in his opinion, there should be no Green Belt development and house building should be concentrated in Skelmersdale.  The current Local Plan was robust, ahead of schedule and there was no need to bring in Plan ‘B’ sites.

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.
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11420
ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE:  The Derby Arms, Prescot Road – the Chairman signed Para.11408e) of the Approved Minutes of Meeting dated 9 August 2021.  The Clerk confirmed that this page would be forwarded to the WLBC Legal Section together with a letter of Support from the Chairman of the Derby Arms Friends Group.

11421
PLANNING

a)
Weekly List Items  (items marked* were considered under the Parish Council Prior Notification Procedure (PNP) to meet the deadline for response)

There were NO COMMENTS in the cases of:

*2021/0823/FUL     *0903   *0948     0960   0861   0989   1023   1029   1032   1038   

In the case of:

*2021/0891/FUL   6 Capilano Park – members wished to ensure the proposed alterations would not detrimentally affect the residential amenity of adjacent residents and full tree protection was afforded to the site.

2021/0978/FUL  11a Bold Lane – members considered the proposed conversion should only be used ancillary to the main dwelling in order to alleviate problems with car parking provision.  Full tree protection should be afforded to the site.

2021/1005/FUL  24 Town Green Lane – with local knowledge of the serious flooding issues at Aughton Town Green Primary School, Town Green Lane and Prescot Road, members considered conditions should be imposed (in compliance with LP Policy GN3 – sustainable drainage system improvements to reduce flooding risk) – any driveway crossing  ‘the cockbeck open drainage channel’ to access Town Green Lane must have permanent channel large enough to meet WLBC ‘capacity standards’ and to try and alleviate the flood water backing up to the primary school.  Consultation with the Headteacher and LCC Highways would be recommended.

2021/0922/FUL  Silver Birch Lodge, Bold Lane – members referred to previous comments made against planning application 2020/0683/FUL:  members wished to ensure the proposals would not affect the appearance, character or significance of Holt Green Conservation Area, would preserve or enhance the character of Holt Green Conservation Area and any changes to the façade of the building would not impact upon the significance of Holt Green Conservation Area.  Also there should be no significant adverse impact on the residential amenity of surrounding properties or the adjacent landscaped public right of way/playarea.

Members now felt the final colour (dark grey) which was to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority, was contrary to the above and the different frame styles significantly impact on the significance of the Conservation Area.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control

Notification of Appeals Lodged:

Mickering Cottage, Mickering Lane – the appeal follows the decision by WLBC to refuse planning permission for the development (Removal of Condition No. 5 of planning application 1998/0127 relating to removal of Permitted Development Rights) – basis of written representations.

Elm Farm Equestrian, Elm Farm Nurseries, Butchers Lane – the appeal follows the decision by WLBC to refuse planning permission for the development (Outline – demolition of 3 former stables and construction of 1 detached, 2 storey dwelling on the footprint of the former stable building, including details of access, layout and scale.  All other matters reserved – basis of written representations.

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision:

2021/0021/FUL  Newstead, Parrs Lane – demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 3 dwellings (conflicts with Policy GN3 in that the proposals do not incorporate a suitable and safe access and road layout design, fails to acknowledge the grain and settlement pattern for the locality or respect neighbouring plot ratios resulting in over development of the site and a detrimental impact on the character of the surrounding area, insufficient information provided to ensure the development does not result to an unacceptable flood risk.

d)
Notification of New Addresses:  Site Location – 67 Gaw Hill Lane:  to consider the developer’s suggestion of ‘Greenfields’ or ‘Greenfield Park’.  Members supported ‘Greenfields’.
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Para.11421 Planning Continued

e)
Notification of the next Cabinet Meeting to be held on 14 September 2021 which would include the proposed Timetable for the Local Plan Preparation (circulated to members).  Noted.

f)
Annual Monitoring Report April 2020-March 2021:  published August 2021  members noted the 

content of the AMR  and welcomed  the fact that West Lancs was ahead of schedule so Green Belt should not be under attack.               

g)
West Lancashire Borough Council:  New Local Plan – briefing with Parish Councils -  the new Local Plan would cover the period 2023-2040 (for adoption by the end of 2024).  A briefing with Parish Councils was planned prior to the consultation going public.  It would explain the background to the Plan, advise on what would be consulted upon at this stage (there would be no proposed site allocations at this stage as that would be for a future stage of the plan) and an opportunity to ask questions.  Parish Councils were asked to submit dates, times etc for consideration.  After discussion, members considered Face to Face Meeting during the daytime on 21, 25-28 October.

h)
COVID-19 Commemoration Project ‘Garden of Reflection’ Opening Ceremony at Beacon Country Park to be held on Wednesday, 29 September 2021, 1.00-2.45pm.  The invitation to attend was NOTED with thanks.

11422
PARISH CLERK’S REPORT – the Clerk reported on the following issues:

· Policing of Aughton  

· Continuing incidents of antisocial behaviour – response from police that incidents

were not being called in by local residents

· Request for reintroduction of regular face to face meeting with local police.

· Police & Crime Commissioner would be attending the West Lancs Area Committee Meeting to be held in January 2022.

The Clerk’s report was NOTED.

11423
CIL MONIES:  Project 1 – Sports Pavilion (details circulated) - the offer from the Consultant Architect in respect of his Scope of Service and Fee Arrangement for the Improvements/Upgrade to the building was APPROVED.  Full details of each stage of the Project would be considered by a small Working Group

11424
AUGHTON SPORTS ASSOCIATION – the date of the next meeting would be confirmed subject to receiving sketches/drawings from the Consultant Architect on ‘security of the building’ and to receive the views of the sports clubs.

11425
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Graveyard Grants:  St Michael’s Church and Christ Church – it was RESOLVED to approve payment of £500  to each church (Budget Allocation)

b)
Finance Committee – it was AGREED to reserve Monday, 15 November & Monday, 29 November, venue and time to be confirmed.

c)
Victim Support’s Parish Council Appeal:  supporting people in Lancashire affected by crime – it was AGREED to make a donation of £50 from the Parish Council Paperbank Fund.

d)
Youth Facilities Project:  benches & bins plus additional litter bin lids – it was RESOLVED to approve payment to Earth Anchors Ltd in the sum of  £2,667.60 (plus VAT).  Installation would take place towards the end of the main grass cutting season and  under suitable ground conditions.

11426
SOCIAL MEDIA:  a Facebook Page for APC - after discussion, it was AGREED to take this project forward subject to a demonstration at the October meeting.
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11427
ACCOUNTS (circulated to members)

Income






WLBC – Parish Precept Part II






30,363.50

Expenditure








(includes VAT)

S Moorcroft (Parish Park-keeper) – expenses 3 months



      87.30

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping (5 weeks) – grounds maintenance

 3,407.90

Chubb Fire & Security Ltd – annual check, parts, service (Sports Pavilion)
      58.94

St Michael’s Church Parochial Church Council – Graveyard Grant

    500.00

Christ Church Parochial Church Council – Graveyard Grant


    500.00

Victim Support Appeal – donation (Paperbank Fund)


                   50.00

Earth Anchors Ltd – supply & delivery of bins, lids & benches


 3,201.12

Viking Tree Services – tree management including TPO work

              1,500.00

Redgate Roofing – replace broken tiles, clean gutters, unblock

  4 outlets plus full roof inspection (Sports Pavilion)


                 190.00

Global Maintenance Ltd – power sweep maintenance to tennis courts                        360.00

Salaries – part-time Clerk/part-time Park-keeper




 1,497.53

HM Revenue & Customs – Income Tax & NIC 




    172.45

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

11428
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 11 October 2021.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm.
           

