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WEST LANCASHIRE’S LOCAL PLAN 2023-2040

SCOPE, ISSUES AND OPTIONS CONSULTATION

SUBMISSION FROM AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL (‘APC’)

What is Special About West Lancashire:

West Lancashire is a special Borough, a unique rural area of Lancashire with highest grade farmland (best most versatile) which should be protected as a land asset of value for food growing, sustainability and availability for future generations.  So rural West Lancashire, with its beautiful countryside, picturesque villages and the greatest amount of Green Belt in England, must be protected against urban sprawl, the merging of settlements and the loss of valued farmland.

CPRE Submission:

We fully support the comments made by CPRE in the attached document.  As mentioned below, we agree that the land off Parrs Lane, Aughton should be redesignated as Green Belt as the 5 criteria set out in Paras. 138/139 of NPPF are satisfied.  Clearly, the effects of the Pandemic need to be taken into account when drawing up assumptions in new Local Plans as CPRE identify.

Aughton Residents’ Group (2012) Submission:

We very much welcome the significant contribution made by the above and fully support their detailed and very comprehensive submission.

STO3 – Responding to the Climate Emergency and Creating Environmental Sustainability

Given West Lancashire Borough Council (‘WLBC’) declared a climate emergency in July 2019, the new Local Plan should include a Strategic Policy which will enable progress on this important issue, ensuring a reduced carbon footprint and eradicating any house building  on high grade farmland/Greenfield land.   Food miles – the distance food is transported from production until it reaches the consumer – must play an important part in compilation of this Policy.  Local produce, being sold by local farmers, ideally at local markets is the ideal environmental template which we should be following, and certainly not importing produce, sometimes from abroad, to sell in local shops.  There are indirect benefits to the local economy of locally grown produce, farm shops, local markets and the protection of local jobs in farming and retailing.  Not only are the environmental benefits real, but also the fact that there is greater security of supply particularly when we look at current problems seen across Europe and within the EU.

A Healthy Environment for Residents – APC has previously identified issues with flooding and the highly detrimental effects this has produced in recent years.  The issue around Aughton Town Green Primary School and the immediate areas of Prescot Road, Parrs Lane and Winifred Lane would serve to make any further housing development in the immediate area something we would wish to avoid.  We would highlight the much increased flooding seen in areas of Burscough following their recent housing developments, despite assurances to the contrary by the housebuilders, as evidence that additional flooding is a serious concern when concreting over fields.  The flooding issues in the Aughton Town Green Primary School vicinity are notorious and occur on a very regular basis and make any development in the vicinity completely untenable.  

We would also wish to highlight the current shortfall in the areas of local school places, health facilities where signing up to dentists in Aughton is no longer possible, and indeed the loss of green space on healthy recreational activities.

HC01A – WHERE HOUSING CAN GO

During the COVID-19 Public Health Pandemic, our public rights of way, parks and open spaces have been saturated with locals and visitors for recreation and health and well-being benefits.   More and more greenspace is needed and Local Authorities must revisit ‘planning for housing’.   Any new housing requirements must focus on ‘what is needed’ and first and foremost there is a need to prioritise development  on BROWNFIELD LAND – an up to date Brownfield Land Register must be completed and updated with more public awareness of this Register.  

CPRE in their Report highlight how the Brownfield Land Register should help the ‘call for sites’ stage.  APC are of the firm view that the 2021 Register on the WLBC website is both incomplete and out of date.  For example, sites WL014 and 040 in the Register in Aughton are both being developed for housing and should be removed from the Register.  APC considers that there are many more Brownfield sites in the Borough, notably in Skelmersdale, which should be included in the Register.  We feel that the ‘call for sites’ stage is premature without there being an effective Brownfield Land Register maintained by WLBC.  We would urge WLBC to pause the Local Plan consultation whilst the Brownfield Land Register is reviewed by officers with local residents urged to come forward using the CPRE or similar Brownfield Land Register Toolkit.  This has to be a community-based initiative and not left to WLBC officers solely to carry out.

Referring to the SHELAA, it is noted that the Green Belt sites submitted are identified as ‘Parked’ and this is to be welcomed.  However, with regards to the Plan ‘B’ site  OA.074 identified as a Plan ‘B’ site in the current Local Plan, Aughton Parish Council considers an appropriate mechanism should be used for this site to be redesignated to Green Belt status.  The public benefit in redesignation outweighs the likely cost of retaining the land as a safeguarded site for housing (reference Appeal Decision APP/P2365/W/15/3132596 Land off Parrs Lane).  The site is designated as Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land and given the current Housing Land Supply figures for West Lancashire, this site should remain high grade farmland.

Real Housing Need  - The Government Housing Requirement for West Lancashire currently is 193 dwellings per annum (‘dpa’).  It is nonsensical for Safeguarded sites to be retained in any future Local Plan given that average delivery over the last 3 years is 375 dpa with the adopted Local Plan setting a target of 324 dpa.  CPRE state in their report that the new Local Plan must not saddle itself with an excessive requirement – the current figure of 324 is clearly excessive.  WLBC should get credit, in our view, for the overcapacity delivered in recent years.  It is interesting to note in 5.3 of the conclusions in the SHELAA that there is sufficient house land supply to more than meet the West Lancashire Local Plan development targets to 2027.
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