AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, 14 FEBRUARY 2022, IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM AT ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH HALL, CHURCH LANE, AUGHTON, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

(venue change on the night due to an electrical supply failure at Aughton Village Hall)

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

11472
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Ms Woolgar

-
indisposed


Councillor Green

-
business commitment


Councillor Roberts

-
personal commitment


Councillor Collins

-
arriving late

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

11473
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

11474
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 10 JANUARY 2022, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

11475
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
WLBC Members’ Code of Conduct & Revised Whistleblowing Code consultation – the response from WLBC Legal Services in respect of the Parish Council’s comments was READ and NOTED.

(Councillor Collins arrived at this stage of the meeting)

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited comments/questions on Agenda Items only from Aughton residents present.

A resident of Long Lane and member of ARG 2012 referred to Agenda Item 5d)  WLBC New Local Plan

2023-2040 and the consultation responses from the Aughton Residents Group and Aughton Parish Council.  After discussion of the points raised by the Parish Council, copies of the APC and CPRE submissions would be sent to all *Borough Ward Councillors asking, in particular, for their support in respect of the Brownfield Land Register and the redesignation of the Parrs Lane site back into Green Belt.   Arrangements would also be made to display the submissions on the APC website and Facebook Page.

Another point raised by the ARG 2012 was the proposal for the management of medical waste in the Parish of Simonswood – a Lancashire County Council planning matter.  

Although not an Agenda Item, the Chairman agreed for the matter to be considered as an Agenda Item at the March meeting.

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.

11476
PLANNING:

a)
Weekly List Items 

Members raised no comments in the cases of:

2021/1511/FUL   0010   

In the case of:
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Para.11476 (Continued)

2021/1512/FUL   2 Meadow Drive – members raised concern about the possible impact on the residential amenity of the neighbouring property at Number 4 Meadow Drive, given the closeness of the adjacent bungalow.  It was noted that although the proposal retained just 2 bedrooms, the conversion of the existing garage reduced the availability of parking spaces within the curtilage of the site.

2021/0011/FUL  49 Sefton Gardens – members noted the pre-application advice was awaited but raised no objections to the proposal.

2022/0013/FUL  2 Cut Lane – members noted the pre-application advice, the green belt assessment and raised no objections to the proposal.

2022/0039/FUL  Beswick House, 31 Victoria Road – members raised no objections to the proposal providing conditions could be imposed:  a)  there was no obstruction of the Public Right of Way during the construction work and b) the proposed conversion remained ancillary to the main dwelling.

2021/1372/FUL  Long Acre, Butchers Lane – members referred to the history of the site and the significant extensions made in the past to what was a modest bungalow.  In respect of this retrospective application to the rear of the property, the Local Planning Authority should be made aware of any special circumstances to justify the significant impact on the openness of the Green Belt.

2022/0058/FUL  Goores Farm, Narrow Lane – members noted a Certificate of Lawfulness Application in 2013 for a similar change of use on land on the opposite side of the farm, which was approved.  However, very special circumstances need to the demonstrated to the Local Planning Authority for further intrusion into the Green Belt to create a new farm yard which may visually affect the openness of this Green Belt location.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control/Planning Committee -

Appeals – notification of an Appeal lodged against the Borough Council’s decision to refuse planning permission for extensions to 80 Noel Gate 

Planning Committee Meeting held 12 January 2022 – Planning Application 2021/0734/FUL  38 Granville Park – Approved with conditions.

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision:

2021/1344/FUL  Weston, Parrs Lane (site designated as safeguarded land and Policy GN2 relevant) – Reasons for Refusal:  proposal conflicts with Policy GN3 in WLLPlan and supplementary planning document ‘Design Guide 2008’ in that due to its siting, scale, mass and design, the resultant dwelling would appear incongruous and over dominant in the existing street scene and would be detrimental to the character of the area.

2021/1365/FUL  43 Granville Park West (retain gates, fence and pillars) – Planning Permission Refused (awaiting decision notice on-line)

d)
WLBC:  New Local Plan 2023-2040 (all members had received copies of the final submission) – it was AGREED the Parish Council’s response to the consultation would be displayed on the APC website and Facebook Page and copies sent to the *Borough Ward Councillors asking, in particular, for their support in respect of the Brownfield Land Register and the redesignation of the Parrs Lane site back into Green Belt.

e)
Local Government Boundary Commission for England:  Electoral Review of West Lancashire Borough Council (full details displayed on APC noticeboards/ website/local newspapers etc) – all members had received copies of the final submission (expected date for publication of final recommendations – 

29 March 2022).

11477
VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR:

a)
Vacancies to be filled by Co-option – the Interview Committee (Chairman, Vice-Chairman with the Clerk in attendance) would meet in Aughton Village Hall Committee Room on 21 or 28 February, 7-9pm.

b)
Notice of the resignation of  Councillor Ian Thompson of Delph Ward – pursuant to Section 87(2) of the Local Government Act 1972,  the new Vacancy Notice dated 14 February 2022 would be displayed for 14 days (excluding Saturdays and Sundays) and the WLBC Returning Officer notified accordingly.
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11478
CHARITY NAME ‘RACHEL TAYLOR FOR A PLAYING FIELD – in compliance with current regulations, it was confirmed and NOTED that an Annual Update Form had been submitted to the Charity Commission.  There were no fund or bank accounts for reporting just information for record purposes.

11479
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL:  an invitation to attend the ‘Highways Special’ themed Parish & Town Council Conference on 19 March 2022 -  Any members wishing to attend either ‘face to face’ or ‘on-line’ should notify the Clerk by 10 March 2022.   Highway matters requiring attention include road safety around the shops on Town Green Lane and hgv’s and heavy traffic on Long Lane,  Prescot Road and around the school on Town Green Lane – all involving the use of 3 Road Bridges (mainly due to diverted traffic and the ‘weak  road bridge’ in Ormskirk).   Members were asked to submit any other issues for consideration by Highways to the Clerk before or at the next meeting.

11480
CPRE  Membership Renewal (details circulated to members) – after discussion on the benefits offered to Parish Councils, the commitment in trying to achieve ‘a brownfield-first approach’ and ‘an irreplaceable countryside, it was RESOLVED to renew membership in the sum of £36.

11481
PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE & SETTING THE PRECEPT FOR 2022/23 – Minutes of Estimates Meeting (full Council) held Tuesday, 25 January 2022, copies circulated prior to meeting, were

a)
Received, Approved and Signed as a correct record.

b)
the revised applications for Partnership Capital Funding with WLBC were approved, ie

i)  Improvements to the Trim Trail at William Arnold Silcock Memorial Playing Field (£4,000 APC/£4000 WLBC)

ii) Provision of additional litter/dog waste bins (siting to be agreed by both parties) (£2,000 APC/£2,000 WLBC)

c)
To confirm the Parish Precept 2022/2023.  Referring to the Minutes of the Estimates Meeting at a) above, all other RECOMMENDATIONS in those Minutes at Para.4b) c) & d), Estimate Sheets 1, 2 & 3 were APPROVED.  The Parish Precept 2022/2023 was confirmed as follows:

Precept to be raised for Council Tax £68,032 with a Tax Base of 3618.71 giving a Band D equivalent tax level of £18.80.

11482
AUGHTON SPORTS ASSOCIATION (ASA) – the suggested dates for the next meeting to be held in the Sports Pavilion were Monday, 28 March or Tuesday, 29 March 2022, to be confirmed with the ASA Chairman.    Publicity to be given to public use of the sports facilities.

11483
SOCIAL MEDIA – members had, once again, reviewed the ‘traffic’ and the popular postings on the Page and were pleased with the progress.

11484
ACCOUNTS (circulated to members)

Income









-

Expenditure








(includes VAT)

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance including

 Beech Gardens, bins, seats and bowling green work, plus part hedge

 reduction on Bold Lane (safety issue)





1,795.12 

CPRE – membership renewal






     36.00

Lancashire Turf Supplies Ltd – intensive bowling green maintenance

   262.40

Shaw Savage Business Services Ltd – printer toners



   109.80

British Telecommunications plc – one bill telephone/business broadband

   152.22

PCC St Michaels Church Hall – hiring for meeting on 14.2.22

                  19.50

Salaries – part-time Clerk/part-time Park-keeper




1,372.53 

HM Revenue & Customs – Income Tax & NIC 



                172.65

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

11485
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 14 March 2022.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm.

