AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

(in accordance with the recommendation from the National Association of Local Councils, the December meeting of Aughton Parish Council was cancelled – awaiting Government guidance on returning to ‘face-to-face’ meetings)

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, 10 JANUARY 2022, AT AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

11459
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Naraen
-
personal commitment


Councillor Woolgar
-
indisposed

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

11460
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

11461
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 8 NOVEMBER 2021, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

11462
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
Launched by DEFRA – PC21 Environment Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (forwarded to local Churches with Graveyards) – members noted the response from Christ Church and their thanks for bringing the matter to their attention.

b)
Letter of thanks from ‘Victim Support Appeal’ for the donation – the need for its services has risen since the start of the public health pandemic and the group was most grateful for the Parish Council’s support.


PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited comments/questions on Agenda Items only from Aughton residents present.

A resident from Long Lane and member of ARG 2012 spoke about Agenda Item 5d) and said the Group would be meeting later in the week to finalise its submission on the Scope, Issues and Options consultation.

The Chairman referred to a CPRE draft statement which covered Planning Reform, Brownfield First, Neighbourhood Planning, Safeguarded Land Policy, Climate Emergency Declaration, Biodiversity and reference to the Land off Parrs Lane, its Appeal Decision Notice, and support for returning the land back into Green Belt.  The full and final submission from CPRE to WLBC would be copied to the Parish Council in due course. 

The Chairman thanked ARG 2012 for their input and proposed contribution to the Scope, Issues and Options consultation stage of the New Local Plan 2023-2040 and requested a copy of their submission in due course. 

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.

11463
PLANNING 

a)
Weekly List Items (items marked* were considered under the Parish Council Prior Notification Procedure PNP to meet the deadline for response)
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*2021/1278/FUL  170 Prescot Road;  *2021/1285/FUL  71 Swanpool Lane;  *2021/1295/FUL  225 Prescot Road;   *2021/1223/FUL   35 Brookfield Lane;   *2021/1289/FUL   179 & 181 Bold Lane;   

*2021/1204/FUL   59 Redsands;   *2021/1243/FUL   15 Delph Park Avenue;   *2021/1344/FUL   Weston, Parrs Lane;   *2021/1346/FUL   26 Ryder Crescent;   *2021/1348/FUL   148 Prescot Road;    

*2021/1362/FUL   86 Granville Park;   *2021/1337/FUL   9 Fernhurst Gate;   *2021/1365/FUL 

43 Granville Park West;   *2021/1377/FUL   35 Ryder Crescent;   *2021/1384/FUL   41 Long Lane;

Amendment to *2021/1188/FUL  53 Delph Park Avenue.

Members raised no comments in the cases of:

2021/1413/FUL 77 Long Lane,  2021/1423/FUL  20 Town Green Lane,   2021/1440/FUL  5 Hallmoor Close

In the case of:  

2021/1400/FUL   Springfield Montessori Nursery, Springfield Road – members noted the resubmission/re-siting of the proposal and iterated their original comments - the modular building would be well screened in the nursery garden of this important local facility so, in view of the special circumstances given, members raised no objections.

2021/1444/FUL   18 Cherry Tree Lane – members noted the application, without comment (there were no neighbours’ comments on-line to enable an assessment of ‘residential amenity’ of neighbouring properties)

2021/1236/FUL  7 Granville Park – members considered the proposal to be ‘over-development’ of the site.  An organised site visit desirable to enable the Planning Committee members the opportunity to view the loss of residential amenity to neighbouring properties given the proposed design 

(Conservation Area, Article 4 directive was discussed).

2021/1320/FUL  4 Cut Lane – members noted the proposed 32% volume increase in Green Belt.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control/Planning Committee:

Planning Control – Notice of Temporary Road Closure on Long Lane – 7 February until 13 February 2022 to enable drainage connection works to be undertaken (behind the Dog & Gun Inn).

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision:

2021/1289/FUL  Refurbishment and change of use of former gatehouses, Nos. 179 & 181 Bold Lane to form residential dwellings and construction of a 4 bedroom residential property in the grounds – REFUSED

d)
WLBC:  New Local Plan 2023-2040 – consultation reminder 18 November to 27 January 2022 -

after much discussion, members views on the Scope, Issues and Options consultation would be compiled and submitted to the WLBC Planning Team within the response timescale.  Posters had been displayed around the Parish and on the website and it was AGREED to post a reminder of the consultation on the APC Facebook Page.

e)
Proposal:  Upgrade of CTIL 120705 the existing Base Station Site at Holborn Hill Farm, Gaw Hill View, Ormskirk, Lancashire L393LH (NGR33999407773) – noted without comment.

f)
Local Government Boundary Commission for England:- consultation on the Draft Recommendations for the Electoral Review of West Lancashire Borough Council – after much discussion, members views would be compiled and submitted direct to the Review Officer (West Lancashire) by prior approval.

11464
WEST LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL:

a)
Members’ Code of Conduct – consultation on Amendments (previously circulated to members) – members did not view anything that was unreasonable or would not be expected of members of Parish Councils.  The Flow Diagram in the Draft Code was most helpful.  Once the Code had been updated, the final version should be released to all Parish Councils with a view to formally adopting the amended version.
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b)
Revised Whistleblowing Code – consultation (previously circulated to members) – members noted the policy aims, scope and purpose and the Flowchart was most helpful.  There were no comments raised on the revised Code.

c)
Submission of Topics Invitation to Parish Councils – consultation (previously circulated to members) – after discussion, members agreed the two main topics for submission for consideration in the Borough Council Work Programme were:

i)
Dog Fouling – additional enforcement measures, education for dog-owners, posters, stencils, more publicity and perhaps an increase in the fines for ‘dog-fouling’.  

ii)
Additional sites for litter/dog-waste bins with additional emptying of bins with a high footfall.

With the vast increase in dog ownership over the past 2 years, dog-fouling on footways – particularly around local schools and walkways, highway verges and public open spaces – had increased significantly.

11465
MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 29 NOVEMBER 2021, copies circulated to members prior to meeting:

a)
the Minutes were approved and signed as a correct record.

b)
the recommendations were noted and approved for 3b), 3c), 3d), 3e), 3f), & 5) only.  Items 4a) & b) were not currently supported.

c)
the date of the Estimates Meeting was confirmed as Tuesday, 25 January 2022, commencing at 7.30pm in Aughton Village Hall Annexe.

11466
‘DERBY ARMS’, PRESCOT ROAD – following the Parish Council’s nomination for the Derby Arms to become an Asset of Community Value under the Localism Act 2011, confirmation had been received for the land designation by West Lancashire Borough Council (WLBC).  The decision to list the land meant that the landowners could not dispose of the land for a period of 5 years without notifying the Council and until an opportunity had been given for any qualifying bodies to purchase it.   An entry would be made on the Land Charges Register and a restriction placed on the title of the land.  The owners of the land had 8 weeks to decide if they wished to appeal the decision with WLBC.  NOTED

11467
SOCIAL MEDIA – members had, once again,  reviewed the ‘traffic’ and the most popular postings on the Page.  Suggestions for future articles to be submitted by members.

11468
POLICING OF AUGHTON – it was AGREED to invite representation to the Annual Parish Assembly in May.

11469
DATES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR 2022 and to consider a date and venue for the Annual Parish Assembly.- the list of dates, which had been circulated to members prior to the meeting, was APPROVED and it was AGREED to hold the Annual Meeting of the Council and the Annual Parish Assembly on 9 May 2022 at Aughton Village Hall Annexe (details on the website).

11470
ACCOUNTS (circulated to members)

(December Accounts – delegated authority due to the cancellation of the meeting – COVID-19 awaiting Government guidance)

Income

Interest from Investment – half yearly Treasury Stock



    233.35

LA Productions (filming crew) – use of part of car park at Winifred Lane

  (18 days) (AVH hirer of Village Hall) (APC use of the car park during

  the daytime and late evening for community filming project in the Parish –

  to receive a donation towards the upkeep and maintenance of the car park
2,700.00
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Expenditure








(includes VAT)

Information Commissioner – data protection fee renewal



     40.00

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping (grounds maintenance, additional

  work for Remembrance Sunday (part), leaf clearance all areas including

  car park area, repairs to tennis court (fence) plus materials (storm damage),

  fallen trees during storms (emergency clearance work), tipping fees,

  installation of new benches and bin (youth project)



5,475.00

Lancashire Turf Supplies Ltd – intensive bowling green maintenance

     42.00

Yates Playgrounds Ltd – repairs (part) 4 playareas



   591.60

Defib Store Ltd – replacement pads, battery and parts (double pack) for

  Community defibrillator (Winifred Lane site)




   126.00

S Moorcroft – expenses (3 months)





     82.80

S Moorcroft – ‘out of normal hours’ expenses for additional mileage

  during community filming project in the Parish by LA Productions

   129.60

Salaries – part-time Clerk/part-time Park-keeper




 1,372.53

HM Revenue & Customs – Income Tax & NIC 




    172.45

January Accounts

Income

HM Revenue & Customs – VAT reimbursement  



 2,727.87

Expenditure








(includes VAT)

Imprest Renewal (direct to the Clerk – 3 months)



    177.89

Lancashire Turf Supplies Ltd – intensive bowling green maintenance

      42.00

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – fallen tree clearance, bowling green

  boards removal off-site for clean, repair, paint etc, tractor diesel (2 months)
 1,159.10

Dr David Gallagher (Webmaster) – annual fee plus professional OSL OVF

  Website name renewal (1 year)






    251.99

Salaries – part-time Clerk/part-time Park-keeper




 1,372.33

HM Revenue & Customs – Income Tax & NIC 




    172.45

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

11471
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 14 February 2022.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm.

