AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, 14 MARCH 2022, IN AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

The Chairman requested ‘silence’ for a short interval to reflect on the conflict and issues affecting the people of The Ukraine.

11486
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Greene
-
business commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

11487
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

11488
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 14 FEBRUARY 2022, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

11489
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only) – none.

11490
VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR:

a)
to confirm response to Notice dated 14 February 2022 in respect of the resignation of a Councillor for Delph Ward – WLBC Electoral Services had confirmed there had been no response to the Notice of Vacancy and the Parish Council was therefore able to make a Co-option.

b)
Vacancies to be filled by Co-option (currently 4) – to receive the recommendation of the Interview Committee and to arrange the next stage of the Co-option procedure to fill one of the Vacancies.   The Chairman reported the Interview Selection Committee had interviewed one prospective candidate with a recommendation that he would make a significant contribution to the Parish Council’s aims and objectives in serving the local community.  

The recommendation was then made that Mr Ged Maher be invited and CO-OPTED onto Aughton Parish Council to fill one of the vacancies.  The recommendation was APPROVED and RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.  The new member would be invited to attend the April monthly meeting to finalise the procedure.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited comments/questions on Agenda Items only from Aughton residents present.  Mr Ged Maher came into the meeting at this stage to observe some of the procedure and the Chairman welcomed him.

A resident from Granville Park gave her views/objections to the proposed  Minerals & Waste application at Simonswood on the Industrial Estate and asked the Parish Council to support the views of Simonswood Parish Council and object to the planning application.  Bickerstaffe Parish Council had also sent in their objections to the proposal to Lancashire County Council.

A resident from Brookfield Lane and member of ARG 2012 said he too objected to the proposal and referred to a similar/previous application in Burscough which was rejected.

A resident from Long Lane and member of ARG 2012 spoke about Agenda Item 6d) and the amended timetable for new Local Plan proposing adoption 2025- the slippage being due to various reasons including staff shortages/current vacant posts.

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.
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11491
PLANNING:

(Councillor Jones declared a non-pecuniary interest in 2022/0055/FUL as he was known to the neighbour at Number 10 Eastmead)

a)
Weekly List Items – to receive and consider.

There were no comments in the cases of:

2022/0055/FUL   0089   0162   0191

In the case of:

2022/0108  174 Long Lane – members expressed concern about the rear balcony proposal which may result in loss of residential amenity and privacy to the outside space of adjacent neighbours;  also the front balcony proposal which may result in overlooking and privacy issues for the locals and visitors enjoying the front pavement facilities at the Dog & Gun Inn.

2022/0168/FUL  64 Swanpool Lane – members noted the history of the site, the advice given in the PreApp and would wish to ensure the current proposals would not impact on the residential amenity of the neighbouring property at 62 Swanpool Lane.

2022/0173/FUL  3 Sunnyside – members noted the history of the site and the reasons for the Refusal of the previous application 2021/1042.  The current proposal appeared identical and would be contrary to the Design Guide SPD.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control/Planning Committee – none.

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision:

2021/1320/FUL  4 Cut Lane – given the NPPF criteria, owing to the resultant volume and the design etc the proposal would result in undue harm to the openness of the Green Belt.

2021/1204/FUL  59 Redsands – insufficient parking spaces provided, conflicts with Policy GN3, the Design Guide and Policy IF2.

2021/1236/FUL  7 Granville Park – conflicts with Policy EN4, Policy GN3, impacts on Nos. 5, 9 & 88 Granville Park.

d)
WLBC:  Cabinet Meeting held 8 March 2022 to include an update on the Local Development Scheme (details previously circulated to members) – the amended timetable was NOTED including the slippage for Adoption to July 2025.  Two additional elements would be included, ie a new Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on a Recreation Mitigation Strategy for West Lancashire and the Liverpool City Region.  The second additional element would be a revision to the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule.

e)
Lancashire County Council Planning Item:  Planning Application LCC/2022/0003 – proposal for the demolition of existing building and erection of purpose built building (and ancillary structures) to house high temperature treatment facility for the management of medical waste – location:  Parish of Simonswood (Culzean W2E Ltd, Stopgate Lane Industrial Park) – although Aughton Parish Council was not a consultee on this planning application, it was AGREED to submit the views of the Parish Council as a neighbouring authority and object in principle to the proposal on Health Grounds, Green Belt location,  harm to the amenities of nearby residential properties and the local environment, pollution and contamination risk, thermal waste treatment inappropriate in such close proximity to housing, possible additional heavy traffic and HGV’s travelling through the Parish via Prescot Road & Long Lane, current site appears poorly managed with enforcement action/breaches outstanding.

11492
LOCAL AUTHORITIES (PUBLICITY A/C) (EXEMPTION) ORDER – to review.  It was RESOLVED that Aughton Parish Council would not spend more than £3,000 on publicity and would not exceed that expenditure in the next financial year.

11493
WEST LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL:

a)
Revised Members Code of Conduct which was approved at full Council on 23 February 2022 and would now form part of the Borough Council’s Constitution (circulated to members prior to meeting together with the Guidance Document)  - received and NOTED.

b)
Resolution – Aughton Parish Council RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY to adopt the Revised Code of Conduct for all members of the Parish Council.
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11494
SOCIAL MEDIA – members had, once again, reviewed the ‘traffic’ and the popular postings on the Page and there had been a 300% increase over the last month.  NOTED

11495
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Trees

i) storm damage – it was RESOLVED to approve payment in the sum of £2,125 (plus VAT) 

to Viking Tree Services for the essential emergency work carried out during/following the recent storms, some clearance, chipping, plus some management to the ivy on some mature trees.

ii) tree condition surveys on all sites owned/managed by the Parish Council – to note submission for quotations from 3-4 approved arboricultural consultants.  APPROVED

b)
Sports Pavilion:   an electrical update and installation of a new prepay coin operated meter had been undertaken as part of the Pavilion upgrade.  It was RESOLVED to approve payment to  P & R Electrical Contractors Ltd of Skelmersdale in the sum of £750.00 (plus VAT) – (CIL monies).

c)
Speed Awareness Signs (4) (action previously approved by APC)  – it was RESOLVED to approve payment to Unipart Dorman of Southport in the sum of £495.00 (plus VAT) proforma  for an annual inspection of all 4 solar powered signs (sited on the highway).  It was NOTED that any essential replacement parts would be quoted for separately.

11496
 ACCOUNTS/DELEGATED AUTHORITY (circulated to members)

Income

Aughton Village Hall – contribution towards grounds maintenance


   500.00

Expenditure








        (includes VAT)

Imprest Renewal (2 months) direct to the Clerk





   102.80

S Moorcroft – part-time Park-keeper (expenses for 3 months)



     83.25

Dr David Gallagher (Webmaster) – balance of payment for renewal of 

  Professional SSL OV – website title






     19.20

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance includes tidying up

  and removal of debris after storms






1,661.00

Viking Tree Services – emergency tree work during/following the storms


2,550.00

Unipart Dorman – annual inspection of Solar Powered Speed Awareness Signs

   594.00

P & R Electrical Contractors Ltd –Sports Pavilion electrical upgrade (CIL monies)
   900.00

Lancashire Turf Supplies Ltd – intensive bowling green maintenance


   370.70

Shaw Savage Business Services Ltd – replacement office printer drum-toner

   102.60

Redgate Roofing – replacement of downspouts, additional fixings to galvanised

   245.00

  covers, drain clearance, etc at Sports Pavilion







  

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

It was FURTHER RESOLVED to give delegated authority to the Chairman and one

other cheque signatory plus the RFO for invoices outstanding between 14 March and 31 March 2022

(Imprest Renewal (1 month); Aughton Village Hall (hiring fee);  Salaries and HMRC)

11497
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 11 April 2022.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm. 

