AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, 11 APRIL 2022, IN AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

11498
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Collins
-
personal commitment


Councillor Naraen 
-
personal commitment


Councillor Woolgar
-
arriving late

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

11499
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

*(Councillor Jones, as a resident of Greystokes & Councillor Waugh, known to the adjacent residents of Number 2 Greystokes (planning application 2022/0204/FUL) also both known to the applicant 24 Cromwell Close (2022/0231/FUL)would leave the meeting during consideration of these planning applications)

11500
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 14 MARCH 2022, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

11501
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only) – none.

(Councillor Woolgar arrived at this stage of the meeting)

11502
VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR:  to complete the Co-option process and welcome the new Parish Councillor Delph Ward.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was READ and witnessed and Councillor Gerard Maher took his seat at the meeting.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited comments/questions on Agenda Items only from Aughton residents present. 

Local residents from 4 Greystokes spoke about planning application 2022/0204/FUL and gave their objections to the proposal to alter/extend the property.  The key issues included damage to tree roots and removal of conservatory (retrospective), over-development, overshadowing, overbearing, overlooking, impact on residential amenity.  

Two residents from Long Lane raised the issue of  traffic on Long Lane, noted the Solar Powered Speed Awareness Signs provided by the Parish Council, but said there was a need for speed cameras or the reintroduction of the volunteer Speed Enforcement Group. 

The Chairman said if any Long Lane residents were able to volunteer to join/set up this Group, to make contact with the local police or the Parish Clerk.


A resident from Mickering Lane raised the issue of Belvedere Park playarea and the replacement fence (without a gate access).

The Clerk advised that the matter was being dealt with by West Lancashire Borough Council, who were responsible for the playarea, Lancashire County Council who were responsible for matters affecting the Public Rights of Way  and the landowner who had installed the boundary fence.  Local residents should make contact with the Borough Council Ranger Service who were carrying out their investigations.

The resident also raised the issue of the construction of the sub-station off Mickering Lane with a landscaping scheme.  In his opinion the tree screen was of poor condition.

The Chairman suggested the resident made contact with the Borough Ward Councillors to arrange a site visit to establish if there had been full compliance with the landscaping scheme condition. 

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.  
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*(Councillor Jones & Councillor Waugh declared their NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS (see overleaf) and  left the meeting at this stage.

Councillor Colin Greene took the Chair

11503
PLANNING

a)
Weekly List Items

2022/0231/FUL  24 Cromwell Close – members raised no comments on the application.

2022/0204/FUL  2 Greystokes – members, after considering Local Plan Policy GN3 and the Design Guide SPD, would raise their objections to the proposal at 2 Greystokes for the following reasons:

a)  over-development of the site due to the size, scale and mass proposed which would result in a harmful impact on the neighbouring properties.

b)  due to the size and shape of the plot, any alterations should be subservient in size, scale and mass to the original dwelling – the proposal harmed the symmetry of the original building and would result in overbearing and overshadowing to the adjacent neighbour.

c)  overall, the current proposal for 2 Greystokes would result in a significant loss of residential amenity to neighbouring properties.

d)  full tree protection should be afforded to the site.

e)  an organised site visit was considered desirable to enable the Planning Committee Members the opportunity to view the size of the plot in this cul-de-sac location.

f)  if possible, should some form of extensions be approved, conditions should be imposed in respect of contractors’ working hours to protect the residential amenity of Greystokes’ residents.

g)  it was noted that PreApp engagement had taken place with the applicant  but there was no summary shown on the Application Form.

(Councillors Jones & Waugh returned to the meeting at this stage)

Councillor Jones resumed the Chair.

There were no comments in the cases of:

2022/0236/FUL   0255   0278

In the case of:

2022/0114/FUL  82 Winifred Lane – members wished to ensure the height of the front boundary wall and gates was in accordance with the Design Guide SPD in order to limit its impact on the visual amenity of the area and the street scene.

2022/0235/FUL  71 Swanpool Lane – members wished to ensure the new revised design would not have a detrimental impact on the residential amenity of adjoining properties and would therefore be in compliance with the Design Guide SPD.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control/Planning Committee/Items Receiving a Refusal Decision:

Notification of a Refusal Decision for Planning Application 2021/1127/Outline  Christ Church Vicarage, Long Lane (Diocese of Liverpool – Newbuild) – overdominant in street scene, does not demonstrate suitable and safe access, direct overlooking to 24 Long Lane.

Notification of a Refusal Decision for Planning Application 2021/1512/FUL  2 Meadow Drive – non-compliance with LP.GN3,  proposal would detrimentally impact on the amenity of No. 4 Meadow Drive.

Notification of a Refusal Decision for Planning Application 2022/0013/FUL  2 Cut Lane – conflicts with NPPF, GN1 and S.Guidance on Green Belt, harm to openness and visual amenity of Green Belt.

11504
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL:

a) 
Walking & Cycling Survey ‘Have your Say’ – NOTED – for completion of the survey  view www.lancashire.gov.uk/activetravel 

b)
SPID Policy Questionnaire 2022:  survey of SPID owners in Lancashire area – the survey to be completed in respect of Aughton’s Solar Powered Speed Awareness Signs and locations, insurance cover and annual inspections by Unipart Dorman.

c)
Notice of Proposal for various locations in Lancashire to revoke/introduce various speed limits – A59 Northway included and response in respect of current speed limit to be confirmed.

d)
Notice of Temporary Road Traffic Regulation Order:  Long Lane, Aughton – continuous road closure on 25 July to 19 August 2022, to enable gas mains works to be undertaken – for exact location view https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/roads/roadworks-and-traffic-regulation-orders/ 
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11504 (Continued)

e)
Speed Management – mission to reduce speed ‘Slow Down Save Lives’ community safety resource pack – it was AGREED to order the free pack.

11505
WEST LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL:

a)
Topic Suggestions from Parish Councils for inclusion in Work Programme 2022/23 – to note response to Aughton Parish Council’s suggestions (refer Minutes January 2022, Para.11464c – i) Dog Fouling & ii)Additional Sites for litter/dog-waste bins with additional emptying of bins with a high footfall).  WLBC concluded the matter highlighted in i) above was already being addressed and would be referred to Head of Environmental Services and ii) above – the matter highlighted was already being addressed and a review in respect of this topic had recently taken place.

b)
LDF Recreation, Open Space, Sports & Recreation Facilities: survey of recreational use of green spaces, the countryside & the coast in the Liverpool City Region and West Lancashire – response by end July 2022.

For completion of the survey view https://wh.1.snapsurveys.com/5.asp?k=163714846766 

11506
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND:  Electoral Review of West Lancashire Borough Council – publication of final recommendations dated 29 March 2022 (circulated to members prior to meeting)  to be viewed at https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/27813   

(15 -3 councillor wards – Aughton:  Aughton & Holborn (built up areas of Aughton Parish with Holborn Hill area in the south of Ormskirk plus Rural South (Aughton, Bickerstaffe, Bowkers Green, Holt Green, Lathom South and Simonswood) 

11507
COMMUNITY EVENTS:

a)
Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition  2022 (notes circulated prior to meeting) – it was AGREED to enter Town Green & Holt Green Villages.  It was RESOLVED to approve the entry fees in the sum of £50.  The aim of the competition was ‘Making Lancashire Villages better places to live, work and visit’.   Judging commences 1 June – 17 July, second judging 5-14 August, final judging 23-25 August.

b)
‘Plant a Tree for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations’ – it was AGREED to offer a tree and commemorative plaque to each of the three Primary Schools (budget allocation).  It was RESOLVED to approve funding of £434.97 for 3 ‘Queen’s Green Canopy Plaques’ plus stakes to the Royal British Legion Industries Ltd of Kent (a national charity supporting the Armed Forces, people with disabilities and people who are unemployed).    3 suitable trees to be provided after consultation with the schools (budget allocation).

c)
Aughton’s Best Kept Garden Competition –it was AGREED to try and reintroduce this popular community event if a volunteer Garden Judge could be found.  (all expenses from the ‘Free Resource’ s.137).

11508
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Sports Pavilion Project – a small Working Group (Councillors Jones, Waugh & Pendleton) would be set up to take this project forward and delegated authority approved to engage a new Consultant Architect.  

b)
CIL Monies 2021/22 financial year – notice had been received of monies due for receipt on 30 April 2022 in the sum of £16,411.20 (developments CIL money derived from – Land rear of Dog & Gun Inn, Long Lane; Land rear of 69-75 Town Green Lane; Brookfield Mill, Butchers Lane; Land rear of 25 Brookfield Lane;  Garages east of Arnian Court, Molyneux Road.
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Para.11508 (Continued)

c)
Accounts (circulated to members)

Income










-

Expenditure

Lancashire Turf Supplies Ltd – intensive bowling green maintenance


     42.00

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance end March/beg April
2,900.95

Agricultural Repair Services Ltd – Kubota Tractor service and check mower

   277.49

Royal British Legion Industries Ltd – commemorative plaques for Jubilee celebrations
   434.97

Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition – entry fees




     50.00

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

11509
POLICING OF AUGHTON – it was AGREED to invite representatives from the Lancashire Constabulary to attend the Annual Parish Assembly on 9 May 2022.

11510
SOCIAL MEDIA – an update was given on Aughton’s Facebook Page which currently had 295 followers and the information on the Local Plan showed a high level of engagement.   It was AGREED to ‘flag up’ the Annual Parish Assembly given the proposed attendance by Lancashire Constabulary.

11511
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, 9 May 2022, in Aughton Village Hall Annexe, commencing at 7.15pm followed by the Annual Parish Assembly commencing at 8.15pm.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm.

