AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 9 MAY 2022, IN AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.15pm

CHAIRMAN:



Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:


As recorded in the Register of Attendance

11512
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:

Councillor Collins 
-
arriving late

APOLOGIES were READ and NOTED 

11513
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL FOR 2022/2023 – it was PROPOSED BY

Councillor Graham Jones and SECONDED by Councillor Geoff Roberts, that Councillor John Waugh be elected as CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL, for the ensuing year.  There being no other nominations, it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Councillor Waugh took the Chair.

11514
CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF OFFICE – the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was READ, SIGNED AND WITNESSED.

Councillor Waugh thanked his fellow councillors accordingly for the honour bestowed upon him.

11515
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL – it was PROPOSED by Councillor Waugh and SECONDED by Councillor Jones, that Councillor Colin Greene should serve as Vice-Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.  There being no other nominations, it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.

11516
CODE OF CONDUCT/DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/ADVANCE NOTICE OF TRAINING FOR BOROUGH & PARISH COUNCILS:

a)
Code of Conduct – it was confirmed that pursuant to the Local Government Act 2011, Sections 28 & 30/Localism Act 2011, Sections 27 & 28, all members of the Parish Council had signed an original Form of Written Undertaking to observe the Code as to the conduct which was expected of Members of Aughton Parish Council plus the Revised Code with Guidance approved on 23 February 2022 by West Lancashire Borough Council – Constitution, Part 5 Codes and Protocols.

b)
Declarations of Interest – action to be taken by members in respect of Disclosable Pecuniary & Non-Pecuniary Interests, Notification and Register of Interests/Gifts of Hospitality, etc was confirmed and NOTED.  Members were reminded that should any changes occur since completion of the form, formal notice must be given within 28 days of becoming aware.  The Parish Clerk/Proper Officer would consider requests for dispensations in respect of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.  The Parish Clerk/Proper Officer would grant a Dispensation to each Parish Council member in respect of the Budget and Setting the Parish Precept – without the Dispensation, ‘the number of persons prohibited from participating in this particular business would be so great a proportion of the body transacting the business as to impede the transaction of the business’.

Members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

c)
Advance Notice of Training for Borough & Parish Councils – Wednesday, 6 July 2022, 6-8pm at West Lancashire Borough Council, Council Offices, 52 Derby Street, Ormskirk.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – as there were No Questions/Comments on Planning Applications (Agenda Item 8a) – see footnote on Agenda – the Chairman continued with the meeting.
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11517
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 11 APRIL 2022, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

11518
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES:

a)
Traffic issues in Aughton – the Chairman had raised the matter with the Police & Crime Commissioner at the last Area Committee Meeting held 21 April 2022.

(Councillor Collins arrived at this stage of the meeting)

(Councillor Greene declared a NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST in 2022/0275 as he was known to the Architect)

11519
PLANNING

a)
Weekly List Items – there were no comments in the cases of:

2022/0306/FUL   0333   0310   0377   0421   0433

In the case of:

2022/0309/FUL  ‘Weston’ Parrs Lane – members noted the proposed reduction in the size of the building, following Refusal of 2021/1344/FUL but awaited the application for the brick piers and entrance gate which appeared to be above 1m in height.

2022/0327/FUL  13 Bold Lane – members noted the application without objection but LCC Highways views on parking and access for contractors’ vehicles must be ‘conditioned’ in the interests of pedestrian and highway safety.

2022/0275/FUL  Arcadian, 72 Granville Park – Number 72 was a Victorian Villa of significant importance to Granville Park Conservation Area and the sympathetic restoration proposed was supported, together with the relocation of the vehicular access from Winifred Lane to Granville Park.

2022/0366/FUL  48 Granville Park West – members wished to ensure full tree protection was afforded to the site.

2022/0282/COU Bowkers Green Farm, Prescot Road – members expressed concern about the loss of agricultural land albeit small.  If the LPA was mindful to approve the application, perhaps a temporary permission should be considered in order to assess the impact on highway safety and a condition imposed with regard to ‘no caravan or temporary building to be installed on site’ which would affect the openness of the Green Belt.

2022/0375/FUL  15 Swanpool Lane – members noted the proposed loss of one tree (TPO) to enable the entrance and wished to ensure full tree protection was afforded to the site.

2022/0405/FUL  10 Middlewood Road – members noted the PreApp Engagement and raised no objections to the proposal provided full drainage requirements were met, adequate car parking provided and provision made to adequately manoeuvre vehicles accessing and egressing the site on this shared access road.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control/Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision:

Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision –

2022/0255/FUL  6 Beech Road – Refused as  the proposed development conflicts with Policies GN3 and EN4 of the West Lancashire Local Plan in that the proposed two storey side extension and loss of an original garage to the property would disrupt the rhythm, grain and arrangement of properties along Beech Road which would be harmful to the historic character and appearance of the Conservation Area (despite the requirements of Paras. 38-46 of the NPPF it had not been possible to reach a positive agreed solution through the Council’s adopted and published procedures.  The development proposed showed insufficient regard to the policy requirements as detailed in the reasons above.)

Planning Control – amended plans awaited in respect of 2022/0204/FUL  2 Greystokes.

c)
Proposed Upgrade to existing Radio Base Station Installation, off Long Lane for equipment upgrade for Vodafone – members noted the proposal without objection.

11520
PARISH DEEDS & SECURITIES – it was RESOLVED that the list submitted be APPROVED and would be made available for inspection by auditors if requested.
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11521
REPRESENTATION OF THE COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES AND COMMITTEES/RESPONSIBLE MEMBERS – the list submitted was considered and it was AGREED to fill the Vacancies as follows:

Representation of the Council on other Bodies and Committees - elect Councillor Maher to Aughton Sports Association.

Responsible Members (working with the Clerk on Consultation Documents or Issues Arising prior to consideration by the full Council)  Councillor Naraen  for Health, Councillor Collins for Minerals & Waste Planning;  Councillor Ms Woolgar, Jones & Waugh for Tree Matters.

11522
CHEQUE SIGNATORIES – to confirm arrangements, 3 signatories on each cheque one of whom must be the Clerk/RFO.  It was AGREED to include Councillors Waugh (Chairman) & Councillor Greene (Vice Chairman).  In accordance with the Royal Bank of Scotland instructions, the following Resolution was AGREED:

‘RESOLUTION –  It was RESOLVED that:

The Authorised Signatories in the current mandate, for the accounts detailed in section 1.3, be changed in accordance with the section Authorised Signatories.  The current mandate will continue as amended.’

(a signed copy of the Minutes to be provided to RBS)

11523
AUGHTON UNITED CHARITIES – copies of the unaudited AUC Statement of Accounts 2021/2022 were circulated to members and NOTED.  The Parish Council representative gave a brief report on the Charity’s finances and the work of the Charity which continued to give confidential gifts of small amounts of money each Christmas to beneficiaries living in the Parish – mainly older residents for the prevention/relief of poverty.

11524
AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – the Parish Council representative gave a brief report on the running of the Hall since it reopened after the Public Health Pandemic, the financial situation, bookings continued to improve,  and a new Treasurer and Chairman had been appointed. Aughton Village Hall would continue to provide a good service to the local community.

11525
AUGHTON SPORTS ASSOCIATION – a short meeting had taken place on 28 March 2022, the first since ‘return to sport’ following the Public Health Pandemic.  Some of the clubs’ membership had not fully recovered but it was hoped this would improve in the months ahead.  The Committee arrangements were Councillor Ms Woolgar (Chairman), Councillor Collins, Councillor Maher.  The next meeting would be held in October.

11526
AUDIT 2021/2022 (notes circulated prior to meeting):

a)
External Audit – the annual audit arrangements by the appointed auditor PKF Littlejohn LLP were NOTED with the date for submission of papers on-line confirmed at 29 July 2022.

b)
Extraordinary Meeting to consider and approve the accounts for the year ending 31.3.2022 – Wednesday, 29 June 2022, commencing at 7.30pm, at Aughton Village Hall.

c)
Independent Internal Audit – it was AGREED to seek the appointment of Mr A Gore of Ormskirk (ex CILCA Parish Clerk).

11527
INSURANCE POLICIES (notes circulated prior to meeting) – NALC & BHIB Insurance Brokers working together to help Parish Council Protect Communities – it was RESOLVED to approve payment the Amalgamated/Combined Policy which includes a Long Term Undertaking to BHIB in the sum of £4,249.45 (£3,794.15 plus Insurance Premium Tax at 12% of £455.30) and the Commercial Insurance for the Parish Council Tractor Renewal to BHIB in the sum of £732.98 (£654.45 plus Insurance Premium Tax of £78.53).It was agreed to arrange a revaluation of the Sports Pavilion once the refurbishment project had been undertaken/completed, investigate shared costs for Cyber cover, plus clarification in respect of ‘traveller cover’.
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11528
LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  (notes circulated prior to meeting) – the benefits of membership were NOTED and it was RESOLVED to approve payment to LALC in the sum of £925.23.

11529
CIVIC SUNDAY – after discussion, the item was DEFERRED pending consultation with the local churches.

11530
WEST LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL:  Capital Partnership Scheme Bid 2022 – two bids had been submitted a) provision of additional litter/dog-waste bins £4,000 and b) upgrade existing/additional equipment to the trim trail at William Arnold Silcock Memorial Playing Field £8,000.  It was NOTED that a) had been unsuccessful but b) had been approved, ie £4,000 APC/£4,000 WLBC (2 year timescale for scheme).  NOTED

11531
ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE NOMINATION FOR DERBY ARMS, PRESCOT ROAD, AUGHTON ( refer Minutes January 2022, Para.11466) –  following a request from the owner of the land to conduct a review of the Listing of the land, West Lancashire Borough Council had confirmed the land was to remain LISTED.   NOTED

11532
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Trees:  Tree Condition Surveys on all sites owned/managed by the Parish Council.  It was AGREED to set up a Working Group to consider quotations received from approved consultants and to delegate a decision for a 5 year rolling programme of tree management  (Councillors Ms Woolgar, Jones & Waugh).

b)
Sports Pavilion Project – to receive an update.   A new Consultant Architect had been appointed, Tony Diaz of Crosby at a fee of £1,400 (plus a project management cap – to be confirmed following approval of the proposals by APC) 

(Working Group Councillors Jones, Waugh & Pendleton).

c)
Accounts (circulated to members)

Income

WLBC CIL Monies due 30 April 2022 






16,411.20 

Expenditure









(includes VAT) 

LALC – membership renewal







     925.23

BHIB Ltd – Amalgamated/Combined Policy Renewal




  4,249.45 

BHIB Ltd – APC Tractor Commercial Insurance Renewal



     732.98

British Telecommunications plc – BT One Bill Business Broadband/Telephone/TechSupp     170.50

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance plus one week’s 

  litter/rubbish collection (Park-keeper’s annual leave)




  3,044.41

Global Maintainance Ltd – quarterly power sweep of 3 tennis courts


     360.00

Ron Crosbie Ltd – tractor puncture repair





       18.00

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

11533
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 13 June 2022 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm. 

