AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 13 JUNE 2022, AT AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Colin Greene (Vice Chairman)

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

11534
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Waugh (Chairman)
-
personal commitment


Councillor Naraen

-
personal commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

11535
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

11536
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD 9 MAY 2022, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

11537
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
Insurance Policies – confirmation received that any damage to property or land would be classed as malicious damage and potential claims would be investigated (Minutes Para.11527).

11538
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD 9 MAY 2022, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED as a correct record (for signature at the 2023 Assembly) – as the Chairman’s Report was always addressed at the start of  an Assembly, an addendum to be attached to the Minutes as follows  ‘due to police operational reasons, the Chairman invited the police officer and the Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner to give their presentations first’.

11539
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only) – there were no matters arising but any issues raised concerning ‘policing’ and ‘traffic issues’ would be taken up by Lancashire Constabulary & the Road Safety Partnership. 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited comments/questions on Agenda Items only from Aughton residents present.

A resident from Long Lane referred to a site meeting earlier in the day which had been arranged by local residents to consider the speeding problems on Long Lane. 

Councillor Jones attended the meeting with the Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner, Mr Andrew Pratt,  whose role included the work of the Lancashire Road Safety Partnership, plus two officers from Lancashire Constabulary and two Long Lane residents.  He gave a brief report on the discussions and advised that the police were not able to do very much without raw data;  the 2 Solar Powered Speed Awareness Signs installed by the Parish Council in Long Lane would need to be adapted to provide the data; the vegetation on Railway land adjacent one of the Signs needed cutting back; the siting of one of the signs needed investigation in relation to the distance from the junction (Mr Pratt);  staging of the speed limit (Mr Pratt);  no accident data.

The Chairman welcomed County Councillor Rob Bailey, Councillor David O’Toole, Councillor David Westley, and Councillor Rob Molloy to the meeting.  Discussion took place over the issues of speeding vehicles across the Parish reported by local residents, lack of enforcement for parking on double yellow 

lines (Lancashire County Parking Services were responsible for parking on yellow lines but in the rural 
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PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (Continued)

areas, this would only take place with the agreement of LCC and the police);  the issue of parking and congestion problems in the area outside the row of shops on Town Green Lane including pavement parking and obstruction and the need for LCC Highways to carry out a review to make the location safe for motorists and pedestrians;  the reinstatement of yellow lines on Town Green Lane and Bold Lane. 

Local residents from Church Lane spoke about the latest planning application for the Stanley Arms and gave their views and objections on the proposal situated in Holt Green Conservation Area including the problems with parking and noise.

Local residents from Old Rectory Green spoke about the planning application for 10 Old Rectory Green and gave their views and objections, in particular the issue of culverts and watercourses and the need for WLBC to consult with the Environment Agency on the matter.

Local residents from Greystokes spoke, once again, about the planning application for 2 Greystokes and an amendment to the proposal, the lack of public notification and confirmation of the date of the latest plan to be considered.

*A Borough Ward Councillor confirmed that the applications for Old Rectory Green and Greystokes had been ‘called in’ to the Planning Committee and no decision would be made until  that meeting had taken place.  

Discussion took place over the delays of information reaching the planning portal and the difficulties in contacting planning officers.

West Lancs being a small authority had been suffering from staffing issues.   3 Senior Planning Officers had left the authority since the beginning of the year and some issues had been deferred due to lack of staffing.  New appointments had now been made and hopefully things would get back to near normal.  

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.

Councillors Bailey, O’Toole & Westley left the meeting at this stage.

(**Councillor Jones declared  DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS in planning applications

2022/0204 as he was a resident of Greystokes and 2022/0572 as he was known to the applicant and left the meeting during discussion of both applications)

11540
PLANNING

There were no comments in the cases of:

2022/0401   0225   0489   0465   0500   0504   0414   0508   0509   0565   0108   1207  

In the case of:

2022/0550/FUL   Redgate, Parrs Lane – members raised no objections provided the proposed use would be ancillary to the main dwelling.

*2022/0455/FUL   10 Old Rectory Green – in view of the issues of culverts and watercourses in this location, members considered the Environment Agency and United Utilities comments should be considered before any further progress was made.  PreApp Engagement would have been helpful prior to submission of the proposal to ensure compliance with Local Plan Policy and the NPPF.  An organised site visit was considered desirable to enable the Planning Committee Members to view the cul-de-sac location and the affect on residential amenity, including full discussion on the drainage, culverts and watercourses.

2022/0474/FUL  Stanley Arms Hotel, St Michaels Road – members noted the previous approval in 2013 for various extensions to the building which was acceptable in design and would not impact on Holt Green Conservation Area or St Michaels Church in close proximity.  The current proposal by way of design and materials, however, would harm the character of the Conservation Area and the Listed Building and possibly impact on residential amenity by an increase in parking on the highway.
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Para.11540 (Continued) 

(**Councillor Jones left the meeting at this stage)

2022/0572/FUL  24 Cromwell Close – no comments

*2022/0204/FUL  2 Greystokes – members referred to the initial objections to this planning application and considered an organised site visit desirable to allow members of the Planning Committee the opportunity to view the location, over-development, the trees on site, and any loss of residential amenity to neighbouring properties

(Councillor Jones resumed the meeting)

b)
Appeals/Planning Control/Planning Committee

Notification of an Appeal Decision in respect of –

2021/0861/FUL  80 Noel Gate – 2 storey front and rear extension; single storey side extension – APPEAL ALLOWED

Notification of an Appeal Lodged in respect of

2022/0022/FUL  82 Winifred Lane – flat roof with lantern covered patio area to rear;  new Juliet balconies to rear opening and front boundary wall and gates (retrospective) – proceeding under the Householder Appeals Service.

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision:

2022/0433 12 Gaw Hill Lane  - contrary to GN3 & Design Guide SPD.

1541
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL:  Revised and Updated Parish & Town Council Charter – the revised Charter was NOTED and approved.

1542
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Accounts (circulated to members)

Income

Interest from Investment






233.35

Expenditure








(includes VAT)

S Moorcroft – expenses (2 months)





  56.25

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance (5 weeks) olus

Emergency work to Sports Housing, hedge work Winifred Lane 

  (to allow safe access for pedestrians),etc 



           5,506.74 

Shaw Savage Business Services Ltd – toners for office printer


109.80

Yates Playgrounds Ltd – play area inspection reports 



240.00

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

b)
Sports Pavilion Project – an update was given on the new Consultant Architect’s plans for the building.  It was AGREED to circulate the plan to all members.  A Working Group Meeting to be arranged but all members of the Parish Council could attend the site visit.

c)
Extraordinary Meeting to consider and approve the accounts for year ending 31 March 2022 – the date was confirmed as Wednesday, 29 June 2022, 7.30pm at Aughton Village Hall Annexe.

1543
PURSUANT TO SECTION 1(2) OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and the press should leave the meeting during consideration of the next item.
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Para. 1543 (Continued)

· Tree Condition Surveys on all sites owned/managed by the Parish Council – to receive and approve the recommendation from the Responsible Members Working Group.  It was AGREED to accept the lowest most suitable offer from Bowland Tree Consultancy Ltd in the sum of £1,940 plus VAT.

1544
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 11 July 2022.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm.

