AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 11 JULY 2022, AT AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Colin Greene (Vice Chairman)

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

The Chairman welcomed local residents attending, Borough Ward Councillor Rob Molloy and 2 Police & Community Support Officers – anyone wishing to speak to the police officers privately on any matters of concern but outside the business of the meeting could take this opportunity.    

11554
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Waugh (Chairman)
-
personal commitment


Councillor Jones

-
personal commitment


Councillor Naraen

-
personal commitment


Councillor Roberts

-
personal commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

11555
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

11556
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 13 JUNE 2022, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

11557
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
Public Question Time – it was noted that the yellow lines had now been reinstated outside the row of shops on Town Green Lane, around Town Green Primary School and along sections of Bold Lane.  The reinstatement of the white lines would follow.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited questions/comments on Agenda Items only from Aughton residents present.

A resident from Long Lane asked if any progress had been made on the Speed Awareness Signs issue?

The Chairman confirmed the signs were capable of being upgraded and costings had been submitted for consideration by the Parish Council at the next Finance Committee Meeting.

A resident from Croft Heys asked about the Sports Pavilion upgrade – this would be reported on at Agenda Item 11b).

Some discussion took place over the continuing antisocial behaviour in the Parish and Borough Councillor Molloy asked if the benches installed for the youth project at the bottom of the field at Winifred Lane could be enclosed to provide a Youth Shelter.  The local police officers suggested proper engagement with the youths.  Some funding was available for ‘state of the art’ youth shelters, some fitted with lighting and bluetooth facilities – the police could apply through LANPAC for some funding if it would help to reduce crime in the area.   The police did not however ‘police’ the shelters except in exceptional circumstances.  Councillor Molloy was asked if there were any plans to develop the 6 acre park off Swanpool Lane with some facilities for young people to take the pressure off Willian Arnold Silcock Memorial Playing Field for Sport and Recreation, Winifred Lane and Rachel Taylor Memorial Playing Field, Delph Park Avenue/Cherry Tree Lane and he said he was in discussion with the WLBC Head of Leisure Services on the matter.  

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.
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11558
PLANNING:

a)
Weekly List Items

There were no comments in the cases of:

2022/0494/FUL   0571   0578   0589   0608   0628   0609   0622   

In the case of 2022/0591/FUL  Newstead, Parrs Lane – members considered the latest proposal of

2 dwellings rather than 3 proposed previously (2021/0021/FUL) more acceptable in terms of design, highway safety and residential amenity of neighbouring properties.

Amendment to 2022/0204/FUL 2 Greystokes – confirmation that the official amendment letter in respect of amended plans ref 101 rev C dated10 May 2022 had now been received by the Parish Council.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control – none.

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision:

2022/0500/FUL  The Carriageway, Butchers Lane – contrary to NPPF and LP Policy GN1.

2022/0275/FUL  ‘Arcadian’, 72 Granville Park (demolition of existing garage, internal remodelling and proposed extension to the side and rear;  existing vehicular access to the site (currently via Winifred Lane) proposed to be relocated to enter via Granville Park) – the development fails to meet the requirements of the NPPF and Local Plan Policies EN4, GN3 and the Design Guide SPD in that by reason of its location, design and scale the development would result in an unsympathetic addition, that detracts from the architectural style of the host building and fails to preserve or enhance the character and appearance of Granville Park Conservation Area. 

2022/0405/FUL  10 Middlewood Road – the design of the proposed development would be out of character and detrimental to the visual amenities of the street scene along Middlewood Road.  As such the proposal would not accord with Policy GN3 and the Design Guide SPD.

11559
ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR/NUISANCE/DAMAGE/LITTER – it was reported that problems continued at William Arnold Silcock Memorial Sport & Recreation Field, off Winifred Lane and Rachel Taylor Memorial Playing Field, off Delph Park Avenue/Cherry Tree Lane.  A summary was given of the incident on 24 June 2022 with the invasion of school children, various schools from West Lancashire & Sefton, celebrating the end of year exams, resulting in malicious damage to the machinery housing, the tractor, 15 bags of litter, a burnt out fire around the new youth project benches – all logged with the police and insurance company as a potential claim, difficulty experienced with the ‘101’ service and efforts made in trying to alert the police in advance of the potential problems.   An Antisocial Behaviour Survey had been displayed on the Lancashire Constabulary website and local residents were asked to complete:  

lancashire-pcc.gov.uk/anti-social-behaviour-survey. 

11560
POLICING OF AUGHTON – it was reported that arrangements were being made to try and get closer contact with the Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) by inviting representation to the Parish Council monthly meetings -  local residents would also have the opportunity to speak to an officer privately on any matters of concern but outside the business of the meeting;  meeting informally as and when considered necessary;  the possibility of a dedicated NPT number to be used by the Parish Council in certain

circumstances.   The ‘101’ service was in need of improvement.  

(Reminder:  How to report a crime?

Non-Emergency – call ‘101’ for non-emergency enquiries, ie looking for help or information, want to tell the police something or report an incident.

By Phone – emergency ‘999’         Call ‘999’ if:

· A serious offence is in progress or has just been committed

· Someone is in immediate danger or harm

· Property is in danger of being damaged

· A serious disruption to the public is likely

Stay Anonymous – Crimestoppers  - by phone:  0800 555 111 or online at Crimestoppers-UK.org
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11561
SPEED AWARENESS SIGNS:

a)
the reports on the annual inspection of all 4 signs were read and NOTED (a recommendation on a minor repair to one of the signs to be considered at the next Finance Committee Meeting)

b)
a response on the request for the optional data capture facility – it was reported that enquiries had been made with the manufacturers of the solar powered speed awareness signs and it was established that they were capable of being upgraded to provide the data capture facility, and costings had been submitted (the matter would be considered at the next Finance Committee Meeting).   The issue of the siting of one of the existing signs in relation to the distance from the junction at Long Lane/Parrs Lane and the possibility of the staging of the speed limit was being dealt with by the Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner, Mr Andrew Pratt, and the Long Lane resident who had initiated the original meeting.

11562
WEST LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL:  Code of Conduct Training event held Wednesday, 

6 July 2022 at the Council Offices, Ormskirk – the Chairman and the Clerk attended and the full presentation had now been circulated to all members of the Parish Council (for retention).

11563
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL:  ‘Report it on the Go’:

a)
Report Highway Faults to LCC (streetlight faults, blocked drains, potholes and more) – go to 

Lancashire.gov.uk/report  (where you can also download the Love Clean Streets app)

b)
Information about the app and what is available can be viewed at:

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it-on-the-go/  - new items will be added to the app in due course (trip hazard, vegetation, damaged sign, damaged bollard, traffic light, damaged bus stop, grit bin)  - NOTED

11564
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Accounts for the month of July (circulated to members) 

Income

WLBC – contribution towards General and Concurrent Expenditure (Part)

3,554.50

Aughton Sports Association – income from Sport (SD)




1,000.00

Expenditure









(includes VAT)

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance, hedging plus

  Repairs to the Machinery Housing






4,431.95

Lancashire Turf Supplies Ltd – application of liquid feed and wetting agents,

  Mower adjustment – bowling green






   204.56

Global Maintainance Ltd – treatment and power sweep to tennis courts


   360.00

Agricultural Repair Services Ltd – mower repairs and sharpen blades


   289.34

Dr David Gallagher (Webmaster) – professional Word Press Renewal


   165.54

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

b)
Sports Pavilion Project – an update was given on Phase II of the project in respect of consideration for security of the building at the rear.  Site visits had been held with the new Consultant Architect, the approved contractor and his electrician and the options for dealing with the two small windows and the cricket verandah at the rear (regularly subjected to vandalism) would be priced up and considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting.

c)
the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held Wednesday, 29 June 2022, to consider and approve the accounts for the year ending 31 March 2022, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.  Copies of the amended Assets Register and Risk/Governance Review  were circulated to members.

d)
Finance Committee – it was AGREED to hold the next meeting on Wednesday, 14 September 2022 in Aughton Village Hall.

11565
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – a short meeting for Planning, Accounts & Urgent Items to be held on Monday, 8 August  2022.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.37pm.

