AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 10 OCTOBER 2022, AT AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council, it was AGREED UNANIMOUSLY that Councillor Graham Jones would take the Chair for the October Meeting.

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Graham Jones

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

11585
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Waugh (Chairman of Aughton Parish Council)
-
personal commitment


Councillor Greene (Vice-Chairman of Aughton Parish Council)
-
indisposed


Councillor Collins





-
personal commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

11586
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

11587
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 12 SEPTEMBER 2022, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

11588
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
Traffic Issues: ‘A Guide to Parking Safely around Schools – Lancashire County Council/Lancashire Constabulary’- was circulated to members and noted.  Parking concerns outside local schools should be reported on-line at www.lancashire.gov.uk/parking or telephone:  0800 1952774. 

b)
Graveyard Grants – letters of thanks from St Michael’s Church & Christ Church for the Parish Council’s grant allocations.

c)
Public Question Time – copy of a letter sent from a resident of Brookfield Lane to WLBC in respect of planning issues and, in his opinion, the erosion of the rural village of Holt Green.  Noted

11589
VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR FOR CHRIST CHURCH WARD – it was confirmed there had been no response to the Notice dated 13 September 2022 therefore the Parish Council could seek to fill the vacancy by Co-option, in accordance with the Local Election (Parishes and Communities) (England and Wales) Rules.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited questions and comments on Agenda Items only from Aughton residents present.

A resident from Long Lane (Chairman of Aughton Residents Group) informed members about a meeting held earlier in the evening with Councillor Anne Fennell, the new Planning Portfolio Holder at WLBC, which had been arranged by Borough Ward Councillor Rob Molloy, to discuss the new emerging Local Plan timetable, housing delivery targets, to view the video taken in 2017 showing the Parrs Lane sites, and to listen to the group’s views on development in the Green Belt.  

Councillor Pendleton informed everyone about the proposal by WLBC to install litter bins for Sefton Gardens and outside Aughton Town Green Primary School.

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.
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11590
ITEMS DEFERRED FROM LAST MEETING:

a)
Representation of the Council on other bodies and Committes/Responsible Members List:  to elect a Parish Councillor to replace ex Cllr Geoff Roberts on the Finance Committee & the Responsible Members List for ‘Education Items’ – it was AGREED to elect Councillors Jones & Maher onto the Finance Committee and Councillor Woolgar as the Responsible Member for ‘Education’.

b)
Lancashire Partnership Against Crime (LANPAC) – after discussion, it was AGREED not to

become an associate member on this occasion.

c)
Sports Pavilion Project – it was AGREED to delegate the decisions for further improvements to the building to the Finance Committee/Working Group and, if necessary, consultation with the Chairman of the Aughton Sports Association.  Stage 2 of the work was scheduled for18 October 2022.

11591
PLANNING:

a)
Weekly List Items

There were NO COMMENTS in the cases of:

2022/0902/FUL   0926   0995   

In the case of:

2022/0922/FUL  Plum Tree Villa, Butchers Lane – members raised no objections to the proposal providing adequate off-road car parking could be provided, by condition, for the enlarged dwelling.

2022/0931/FUL  Arthur’s of Aughton, 69 Town Green Lane – members supported the improvements providing the proposals would not detrimentally affect the residential amenity of neighbouring properties  on Station Approach and Sidings Close, who appear not to have been notified as ‘a neighbour and interested party’,  by way of ‘noise nuisance’.

2022/0940/FUL  Firs Farm, Firs Lane – members raised no objections to the building of a new agricultural barn for the storage and security of agricultural machinery.

2022/0940/FUL  59 Granville Park – members raised no objections to the proposals providing the installation of solar panels on the front elevation of the bungalow would not detrimentally affect the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.

b)
Appeals/Planning Committee Applications/Planning Control -

Notice of an Appeal Decision for 6 Beech Road (development proposed was a 2-storey extension to side and single storey extension to rear, subsequent to demolition of existing outrigger and detached garage) – the main issue being the extent to which the proposal would preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the Holt Green Conservation Area..   APPEAL DISMISSED (given the site-specific circumstances of the proposal, it was concluded that the proposed development would result in harm to the Conservation Area).

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision – none.

11592
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, 13 NOVEMBER 2022 – to consider the arrangements.  The Parish Council would be joining Christ Church for the Remembrance Service this year commencing at 10.45pm, followed by the Ceremony of Remembrance at Granville Park War Memorial at 12.15pm.  Full details of the arrangements to be circulated to members.

11593
LANCASHIRE PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL CONFERENCE (LPTC)/LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (LALC) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – to consider an invitation to attend both events on Saturday, 12 November  2022, at The Exchange, County Hall, Preston beginning at 9.30am.  Copies of the Agenda had been circulated to members and anyone wishing to attend, should contact the Clerk in advance.

11594
AUGHTON SPORTS ASSOCIATION – it was AGREED to hold the next meeting in early Spring (date to be confirmed).
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11595
EXTERNAL AUDIT:

a)
Completion of Audit – members received for approval and acceptance the Final Certificate of Audit for the year ended 31 March 2022 (circulated and displayed on the website).  There were no Matters Arising from the Annual Governance & Accounting Return (AGAR).  It was RESOLVED to approve payment to PKF Littlejohn LLP for professional services rendered for external audit in the sum of £300 (plus VAT).  The fees and charges were in accordance with the fee scales set by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd.

b)
Audit arrangements for the next 5-year appointing period 2022-23 until 2026-27 – to consider and confirm (copy letter circulated to member prior to meeting).  During the previous 5-year period ALL smaller authorities were ‘Opted-In’ to the central procurement regime managed by SAAA – no authority decided to ‘opt-out’ and follow the various complex procedures required under statute to appoint their own external auditor.  After discussion, it was AGREED that Aughton Parish Council would remain ‘Opted-In’ (the creation of a Sector-Led Body was aimed at easing the administrative burden, reducing costs and ensuring quality, while maintaining the opportunity for a local approach to auditor appointment).

11596
TREES:  Tree Condition Surveys on all 6 sites owned/managed by the Parish Council – to arrange a Working Group Meeting to consider the Survey Schedules and Main Recommendations.  A date to be confirmed with the Chairman of the Parish Council (during daylight hours).  It was AGREED to send a copy of the Schedules to all members.

11597
LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS AREA COMMITTEE – the date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday, 13 October 2022, at the Council Office in Ormskirk, commencing at 7pm.   Agenda items to include a presentation from Andrew Pratt, Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner, a County Executive Report and an item on ‘Fracking’ requested by a Burscough Town Councillor (papers to be circulated in advance of the meeting by the Area Committee Secretary).

11598
ACCOUNTS (circulated to members)

Income










-

Expenditure









(includes VAT)

S. Moorcroft –part-time Park-keeper expenses (3 months)




  84.15

S R Moorcroft (Contractor) repairs/replacement lock & fixings/paint, signage,

  Labour etc (electricity meter housing and bowling green gate)




150.30

Shaw Savage Business Services Ltd – printer toners and paper




138.23

PKF Littlejohn LLP – external audit fees for professional services rendered

             360.00

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance plus litter picking 

  and bin emptying etc 








          3,144.36

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

11599
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 14 November 2022.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm.

