AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 13 MARCH 2023, AT AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL

ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor John Waugh

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

15645
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Greene
-
business commitment 






(notification of resignation received Thursday, 9 March 2023,






official Notice to be reported at the April 2023 meeting and the

‘Responsible Members List’ etc to be updated at the Annual

 Meeting)

APOLOGIES were NOTED.

15646
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

15647
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 13 FEBRUARY 2023, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

15648
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

(Para.15638) Policing of Aughton & Public Question Time – in view of the information provided by  Inspector John Bent, further debate on the future of the policing of Aughton to be arranged.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited questions/comments from any Aughton residents present only (or such other persons in the Chairman’s absolute discretion).

A resident from Long Lane referred to a meeting he had arranged with Andrew Pratt, the Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner over traffic issues on Long Lane.  Mr Pratt raised the issue of the siting of the 30mph speed sign coming in from Bickerstaffe direction which, according to Mr Pratt, needed an alternative siting.

(the siting of all 4 Speed Awareness Signs in the Parish had been mandated by Lancashire County Council (LCC) Highways, posts installed and under Licence with the LCC Traffic Management Section.  Reference was made to the latest Policy & Procedure dated October 2022 Version 1.3 with regards to the siting of Speed Signs on a more temporary basis only – refer Parish Minutes January 2023, Para.15630).   

Another resident from Long Lane spoke about consultations which were considered by WLBC  but not passed on to those on the BC mailing list as they were National Government led consultations.    After consulting the new Strategic Planning Manager at WLBC on the matter, she confirmed that all those on the Local Plan mailing list, including Parish Councils, would receive updates on the emerging Local Plan and future consultation & workshops would be arranged.

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.

15649
PLANNING:

a)
Weekly List Items

There were no comments in the cases of:

2022/1164/FUL   1188   0014   0025   0051   0133  
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(Para.15649 Continued)

In the case of:

2022/1366/FUL  Pancheree, Formby Lane – members noted a holding objection from the MWL Bat Group.and also raised concern about yet another ‘retrospective’ planning application.

2023/0081/FUL  Derby Arms, Prescot Road – Aughton Parish Council objects to the application for a ‘change of use’ – the property was designated as an Asset of Community Value on 12 December 2021 for a period of 5 years.  The proposal is contrary to Local Plan Policy IF3, the NPPF and Green Belt policy.  Members would not, however, wish to see the building fall into dereliction but considers the proposal to demolish this well known landmark, built in 1800’s, and sited at the rural crossroads of Prescot Road/Bowkers Green Lane/Mickering Lane and replace it with a modern apartment block was ‘unsympathetic’ to this Green Belt location and would have a detrimental effect on the character and appearance of this prominent rural site.

b)
Appeals, Planning Control/Planning Committee – to note

Appeals – none.

Planning Control – ‘untidy site’ adjacent ‘Pendellas Dogtel’ on Long Lane, situated on a double bend which is a danger to motorists, cyclists and pedestrians – enforcement action hastened, once again.  

Planning (Church) – Ormskirk Deanery Event ‘Fit for Mission’ – the Liverpool Diocese has funding from the Church Commissioners for this project which aims to amalgamate the parishes in the Deanery to form one or two larger Parishes.  Meetings to be held on Saturday, 18 March, 10am-12noon at St John the Baptist Church, Burscough and Wednesday, 22 March, 7.30pm-9.30pm at St Paul’s Church, Skelmersdale.  More information from Rev Andrew Housley at St Michael’s Church, Aughton.

Planning Committee Meeting to be held 16 March 2023 – notice of Agenda items for consideration:

2022/0916/FUL  2 Greystokes (Recommendation – to be granted planning permission Subject to Conditions)

2022/1164/FUL  10 Middlewood Road (Recommendation – to be granted planning permission Subject to Conditions)

Planning Services Document – Planning Enforcement Policy 2023 for discussion.

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision -

2022/1132/FUL  7 Granville Park (proposed demolition of existing dwelling and replacement with new-build dwelling, with the retention of existing garage, and all associated works (Refused – CA)

2022/1183/FUL Old Orchard House, 70 Granville Park West (demolition of existing garage, proposed single storey garage extension and two storey rear extension.  Alterations and widening of the existing access (CA)

2022/0589/FUL  80 Long Lane (demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 2 no. townhouse 

semi detached dwellings – Application Withdrawn)

d)
WLBC:  CIL funding available for infrastructure projects in West Lancashire – details circulated to members)  - noted without comment.

15650
LOCAL AUTHORITIES (PUBLICITY A/C) (EXEMPTION) ORDER – to review (annual).  It was RESOLVED that ‘Aughton Parish Council would not spend more than £3,000 on publicity and would not exceed that expenditure in the next financial year’.  

15651
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL:  changes to the ‘Report It’ website from Wednesday, 

22 February 2023 – any highway issues to be reported on ‘Love Clean Streets’ website 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/report-it-changes 

15652
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Aughton Sports Association – to receive Income from Sport 2022/23 in the sum of £1,000.  Noted

b)
Sports Pavilion Project – to authorise payment to Davics Construction Ltd for Stage 5 of upgrade/improvement in the sum of £4,514.38 (plus VAT) (all work undertaken via the Consultant Architect and funded via CIL monies).
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c)
Solar Powered Speed Awareness Signs on Long Lane – to note approval for funding via CIL Monies in the sum of £1,000-£1,500 to upgrade both signs to capture data (to assist the Lancashire Constabulary and LCC Speed Management Team)

d)
Tree Risk Management Surveys – to authorise payment to Viking Tree Services, in the sum of 

£3,000 (plus VAT) for approved arboricultural work to date (Stage 1)

e)
Accounts/Delegated Authority for the month of March – to receive and approve

Income

Aughton Sports Association – Income from Sport (as per Budget approval)


1,000.00

Aughton Village Hall – contribution towards grounds maintenance



   500.00

HM Revenue & Customs – reimbursement of VAT





6,552.46

Interest from Bank:  April 22 to March 2023-






   513.95



Expenditure









(includes VAT)

Davics Construction Ltd – Sports Pavilion upgrade/improvements Stage 5


5,417.26

Viking Tree Services – tree survey work (part)






3,600.00

Lancashire Turf Supplies Ltd – intensive bowling green maintenance



   254.22

Dr David Gallagher (Webmaster) balance of payment for renewal of Prof.SSL OV (website title)
     26.40

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – removal of 2 sets of monkey bars, tipping and ground

  reinstatement plus grounds maintenance including scarifying of memorial garden

1,778.15

British Telecommunications plc – One Bill, telephone/business broadband/tech.


   165.93

Imprest Renewal (2 months)








   121.11

S Moorcroft – expenses (1 month)







     54.09

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

It was FURTHER RESOLVED to give delegated authority to 2 cheque signatories plus the

RFO for payment of invoices outstanding between 14 March and 31 March 2023

(Davics Construction Ltd – Sports Pavilion upgrade/improvements Stage 6 - £14,230.75 (plus VAT)

Salaries to Clerk & Park-keeper plus HM Revenue & Customs for Income Tax & NIC) - APPROVED

15653
AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2023 

a)
to receive the Timetable of Proceedings for Thursday, 4 May 2023 – circulated to all members and noted.

b)
to consider a date for the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – in view of the Parish Council Elections and Bank Holiday weekend etc, the Annual Meeting could not take place before 15 May 2023.

It was AGREED to consider Monday, 22 May 2023, venue to be confirmed.

15654
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – in view of the Easter Bank Holiday etc, the date was changed to

Monday, 17 April 2023, venue to be confirmed.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm.

