AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 12 JUNE 2023, IN AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm 

CHAIRMAN:


to be elected 

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

15691
TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN TO TAKE THE MEETING (in the absence of 

Councillor John Waugh, Chairman of Aughton Parish Council).   It was PROPOSED by 

Councillor Pendleton and SECONDED by Councillor Naraen, that Councillor Graham Jones be elected Chairman for the June Meeting.  There being no further nominations, it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.

15692
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Waugh (Chairman of the Parish Council)
-
personal commitment


Councillor Maher




-
business commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

The Chairman welcomed the new Borough Ward Councillors Kerry Lloyd & Paul Hennessey to the meeting.

15693
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

15694
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD 22 MAY 2023, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

15695
ITEM DEFERRED FROM THE ANNUAL MEETING:  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN – as there were no proposals to take on this role,  it was AGREED for further discussion on the item and a decision  made at a future meeting.

15696
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING (for information only):

a)
List of Planning Applications – additional wording to be included in the footnote as follows:

‘Aughton Parish Council, as a Consultee to the Local Planning Authority (LPA), consider Planning Applications for the Parish of Aughton at the monthly meetings.  Local residents are given the opportunity to put their views to the Council during Public Question Time.  The Parish Council’s comments, support or objections are sent direct to the LPA via the Planning Portal’

b)
Members were reminded to complete their Declarations of Interests Forms (Para.15673).

c)
Policing of Aughton – Superintendent Gary Crowe had agreed to meet the Chairman and 

Councillor Pendleton (who had worked as a volunteer at Aughton Police Station prior to its closure) on Thursday, 29 June 2023, time to be agreed.  NOTED

15697
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD 22 MAY 2023, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED as a correct record (for signature at the 2024 Parish Assembly).

a) 
Matters arising from the Parish Assembly:

County Councillor Rob Bailey’s report had included ‘Parking Issues’ across the County, ie

‘I am pursuing camera-based systems to record HGV movements and trials are underway in another part of the County using new powers over Moving Traffic Offences recently given to Highways Authorities under the Highways Act 2004.  This may eventually form the basis for a solution at the shops (Town Green Lane).’

NOTED
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PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage to allow any members of the public who are resident in Aughton (or such other persons in the Chairman’s absolute discretion) to address

the meeting.

A local resident from Greystokes asked to speak on a planning matter.

The local resident considered there had been a breach of planning permission in respect of 2022/0916 and the CEMP (Construction Environmental Management Plan),  non-compliance of several conditions prior to the demolition of the house including protection of tree roots.

A resident from Brookfield Lane referred to the closure of Aughton Police Station given the amount raised by Police Precept for Aughton;  he also referred to the regular variation in conditions on some planning permissions and considered this was sometimes a ‘back door approach’ to circumvent ‘planning.

A resident from Long Lane referred to the proposed new Local Plan, the SHELAA and HEDNA reports and a meeting the Aughton Residents Group 2012 (ARG) had arranged with the 3 new Borough Ward Councillors to put across to them ARG’s views on the current and future situations relating to Parrs Lane and other Aughton & Ormskirk sites.  Borough Ward Councillor Paul Hennessey agreed to invite Councillor Gareth Dowling, Deputy Leader of WLBC and Planning Portfolio Holder to the meeting.

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.

15698
PLANNING:

a)
Weekly List Items -

There were NO COMMENTS in the cases of:

2023/0326/FUL   0372    0404   0405   

In the case of:

2023/0368/FUL   Stanley Arms Hotel –   Members wished to support the local business but were concerned that the proposed ‘cladding materials’ of the extension needed to be more in-keeping with the main building with an additional landscaping scheme included.  Members wished to ensure the variation of condition would not harm the character of the Conservation Area and the Listed Building of St Michael’s Church in close proximity.

2023/0339/FUL  98 Delph Park Avenue – given the corner site location, members wished to ensure adequate car parking provision within the curtilage of the site of this proposed 4 bedroom dwelling. 

2023/0391/FUL  Double Bank Farm, Firs Lane – members wished to ensure the original ecology conditions on this newbuild dwelling were not breached, in accordance with Local Plan Policy EN2.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control:

(Councillor Jones, as a resident of Greystokes,  declared his DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST in the next item and left the meeting during discussion)

Councillor John Pendleton took the chair.

Planning Control – 2022/0916/FUL  2 Greystokes – members supported a letter to the Local Planning Authority referring to the possible breach of conditions and to question why a ‘Temporary Stop Notice’

(Town & Country Planning Act 1990, Section 171E) had not been issued whilst an alleged breach had been taking place, ie machinery, diggers, skips etc on the land which was subject to a ‘CEMP’ (Construction Environmental Management Plan), in order to safeguard the environmental conditions in the ‘CEMP’.

(Councillor Jones returned to the meeting at this stage)

c)
Planning Applications receiving a Refusal Decision – none.

15699
POLICING OF AUGHTON - the Clerk’s Report had previously been circulated to members and was NOTED.  The continuing problems with the ‘101’ service and reporting incidents to the police,  youth and antisocial behaviour and the ‘youth project’ at the bottom of the Playing Field, were discussed at length.

Members AGREED to relocate the youth project litter bin which was regularly set on fire.   Resiting the youth project benches would be considered at a future meeting.   Further discussion on ‘the Policing of Aughton’ would be resumed following the meeting with Superintendent Gary Crowe.  AGREED
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15700
INCREASE IN LITTER & DOG FOULING THROUGHOUT THE PARISH – after discussion, it was AGREED to approve a Facebook Page with details of fines etc:

Litter – ‘WLBC Environmental Enforcement Officers can issue £100 fixed penalty notices for offences like dropping cigarettes and chewing gum or dropping litter in the street or from cars.  They can also issue £60 fixed penalty notices for putting bin bags out too early or in the wrong place.  The money generated from the fixed penalty notices is ploughed back into litter prevention initiatives in the borough’  

View www.westlancs.gov.uk/environment/keeping-west-lancs-tidy/litter.aspx 

Dog-Fouling - ‘If dog owners do not clear up after their pet, they will be issued with a fixed penalty of £75 and may be prosecuted’

View www.westlancs.gov.uk/environment/dogs/dog-fouling.aspx 

15701
WEST LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL:  Advance Notice – the Mayor, Councillor

Maureen Nixon and her Consort, Laughton Wilkinson would be holding their Civic Service on Sunday,

10 September 2023 at St Anne’s RC Church, Ormskirk.  Further details of the invitation to be confirmed in due course.  NOTED

15702
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Insurance Policy – the Consultant Architect had suggested an increase in the Sports Pavilion sum insured by £50,000.

b)
Accounts for the month of June 2023 -

Income

Interest from Investment







  233.35

Expenditure









(includes VAT)

Part-time Park-keeper expenses (2 months)





    59.40

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance including additional

  work emptying litter bins/litter collection





3,114.20

Aughton Village Hall – hiring fees (3 months)





     75.00

BT One Bill – telephone/business broadband/tech (low speed discount being investigated)   196.89

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

c)
Extraordinary Meeting to consider and approve the Accounts for the financial

year ending 31.3.23 – it was AGREED Thursday, 29 June 2023, in Aughton Village Hall (to be confirmed).

15703
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday, 10 July 2023. 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm.

-   

