AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 22 MAY 2023, IN AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.15pm

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor John Waugh

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the register of attendance

15668
AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 2023/CO-OPTION:

a)
AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 2023 – notice was given of the Uncontested Election:


Aughton Parish Christ Church Ward
-
Councillor Susan McVicker








Councillor John Waugh








Councillor Tim Wells


Aughton Parish Delph Ward

-
Councillor Gerard Maher


Aughton Parish Holt Green Ward
-
Councillor Asheem Naraen


Aughton Parish North East Ward
-
Councillor James Collins








Councillor Graham Jones


Aughton Parish Town Green Ward
-
Councillor John Pendleton

· Councillor Julia Woolgar

It was confirmed that all members of Aughton Parish Council present had made and signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Clerk to the Council/Proper Officer before

the start of the meeting.

b)
CO-OPTION – although there was no statutory requirement to give public notice of local council vacancies which remain unfilled after an ordinary election (s.21(2) Representation of the People Act 1985), it was AGREED that the vacancies in Christ Church  (1) and Delph Ward (2) would be advertised on Parish Council noticeboards and on the APC website in due course.  A person was eligible to be co-opted provided he/she was qualified to be a councillor pursuant to s.79 and was not disqualified pursuant to s.80 of the Local Government Act 1972.

15669
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor James Collins 
-
business commitment (he had previously made his 







Declaration of Acceptance of Office before the







Clerk to the Council/Proper Officer)


Councillor Asheem Naraen
-
arriving late

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

Councillor Waugh remained in the Chair for the next item.

15670
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL FOR 2023/2024 – it was PROPOSED by

Councillor Graham Jones and SECONDED by Councillor John Pendleton, that Councillor John Waugh be elected CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL for the ensuing year.  There being no other nominations, it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.

15671
CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF OFFICE – the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was READ, SIGNED and WITNESSED.

Councillor Waugh thanked his fellow councillors accordingly for the honour bestowed upon him.
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(Councillor Asheem Naraen arrived at this stage of the meeting and made and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office before taking his seat)

15672
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL – Item DEFERRED until the June Meeting.

15673
CODE OF CONDUCT/DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

a)
Code of Conduct – it was confirmed that pursuant to the Local Government Act 2011, Sections 28 & 30/Localism Act 2011, Sections 27 & 28, all members of the Parish Council had signed an original Form of Written Undertaking to observe the Code as to the conduct which was expected of Members of Aughton Parish Council plus the Revised Code with Guidance approved on 23 February 2022 by West Lancashire Borough Council – Constitution, Part 5 Codes and Protocols.

b)
Declarations of Interest – action to be taken by members in respect of Disclosable Pecuniary & Non-Pecuniary Interests, Notification and Register of Interests/Gifts of Hospitality, etc was confirmed and NOTED.  Members were reminded that should any changes occur since completion of the form, formal notice must be given within 28 days of becoming aware.  The Parish Clerk/Proper Officer would consider requests for dispensations in respect of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.  The Parish Clerk/Proper Officer would grant a Dispensation to each Parish Council member in respect of the Budget and Setting the Parish Precept – without the Dispensation, ‘the number of persons prohibited from participating in this particular business would be so great a proportion of the body transacting the business as to impede the transaction of the business’.

Members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage (for a short interval at his discretion) to allow any members of the public who are resident in Aughton (or such other persons in the Chairman’s absolute discretion) to address the meeting ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS ONLY 

(Agenda Item 9a)

A large group of residents from Granville Park West raised their objections to Planning Application 

2023/0328/FUL  48 Granville Park West (erection of detached house following demolition of existing detached house) – overdevelopment and inappropriate proposal in the Granville Park Conservation Area;

overbearing and loss of trees;  contrary to Local Plan Policy and the West Lancashire Design Guide.

Councillor O’Toole, as the outgoing Chairman of Planning Committee at WLBC, suggested local residents should ask one of their Borough Ward Councillors to ‘call the application in for a site visit by the Planning Committee’

The Chairman advised that the Parish Council were consultees on Planning Applications and the item would be considered for comment at Agenda Item 9a.

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.

15674
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 17 APRIL 2023, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

15675
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES:

a)
Policing of Aughton (Minutes April 2023, Para.15662) – copies of a letter sent to the Lancashire Police & Crime Commissioner, Mr Andrew Snowden and copied to Ashley Dalton, MP;  Lancashire & Borough Ward Councillors, and the Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner, Mr Andy Pratt had been circulated to members prior to the meeting).  The response from the Office of the Police & Crime
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Para. 15675 (Continued)

Commissioner for Lancashire confirmed that Superintendent Gary Crowe, as the most senior officer in the area, would be making contact with the Parish Council to be able to discuss the matter further and listen to concerns.    

15676
PLANNING

a)
Weekly List Items (Items marked *PNP were considered under the Parish Council Prior Notification Procedure to meet the deadline for response)

There were NO COMMENTS in the cases of:

2022/0938/*PNP   0194/OUT/*PNP   0228/*PNP   0253/*PNP

In the case of 2023/0286/FUL *PNP  10 Cromwell Close – retention of cladding to the front and sides of the projecting gable (Retrospective Application) – Councillor Waugh had declared a PECUNIARY INTEREST in this application, as a nearby neighbour, and took no part in the response to the application.

Members could not support this retrospective planning application.  The external appearance of the dwelling, given the materials used for ‘cladding’ the front and sides of the projecting gable using variations in colour, is incongruous in the street scene, and impacts on visual and residential amenity.

In the case of 2023/0328/FUL  48 Granville Park West – erection of detached house following demolition of existing detached house – members could not support the proposal as it was contrary to Local Plan Policies GN3 & EN2,  Granville Park Conservation Area Appraisal, and the National Planning Policy Framework in respect of preserving Heritage Assets.   The proposed design would detrimentally affect the character and appearance of the Conservation Area and impact on the residential amenity of neighbouring properties.  The trees make a positive contribution to the Conservation Area and members wished to ensure full tree protection was afforded to the site, should planning permission be granted.

2023/0342/FUL  7 Eastmead – single storey front extension (forward of the building line).  Members considered this was a disproportionate addition to the dwelling that would fail to harmonise with the design of existing dwelling and neighbouring property.  It would be incongruous in the street scene and impact on visual and residential amenity.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control - 

Appeals - Notification of an Appeal Lodged in respect of planning application 2022/1183/FUL for the Refusal by WLBC for planning permission at Old Orchard House, 70 Granville Park West.

Planning Control - Copies of the Planning Enforcement Policy 2023 had been circulated to members prior to meeting and NOTED.

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision – none to date.

15677
PARISH DEEDS & SECURITIES – it was RESOLVED that the list submitted be APPROVED and would be made available for inspection by auditors if requested.

15678
REPRESENTATION OF THE COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES AND COMMITTEES/RESPONSIBLE MEMBERS – the list submitted was considered and it was AGREED to fill some of the Vacancies as follows:

Finance Committee – Chairman, Councillor G Jones, Councillor J Pendleton, the Clerk/RFO (in attendance)

and to include the Vice Chairman (when elected at a future meeting).

IT/Facebook Page – Councillor J Collins and Councillor G Jones.

15679
AUGHTON UNITED CHARITIES – copies of the unaudited AUC Statement of Accounts 2022/2023 were circulated to members and NOTED.    The Parish Council representative gave a brief report on the Charity’s finances and the work of the Charity, which continued to give confidential gifts of small amounts of money each Christmas to beneficiaries living in the Parish, mainly older residents for the prevention/relief of poverty.
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15680
AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – the Parish Council representative gave a brief report on the running of the hall; the bar operation had been outsourced to the Oakleaf Bar Ltd who were now responsible for staffing and stocking the bar;  the financial situation;  and due to the age of the hall, a refurbishment programme was being progressed.

15681
AUGHTON SPORTS ASSOCIATION – there were no changes to the Committee arrangements, ie

Councillor Woolgar (Chairman), Councillor Collins & Councillor Maher.

15682
AUDIT 2022/2023:

a)
External Audit – the annual audit arrangements by the appointed auditor PKF Littlejohn LLP were NOTED with the date for submission of papers on-line confirmed at Monday, 3 July 2023 but no submission deadlines would be granted beyond 31 July 2023.  

An Extraordinary Meeting to consider and approve the accounts for the year ending 31.3.2023 to be arranged between 26 & 30 June 2023 – date and venue to be confirmed at the June Meeting.

b)
Internal Audit – appointment of an Independent Internal Auditor – it was AGREED to seek the appointment of Mr A Gore of Ormskirk (ex CILCA Parish Clerk).

15683
INSURANCE POLICIES (notes circulated prior to meeting) – NALC & BHIB Insurance Brokers working together to help Parish Councils Protect Communities – the Chairman and Councillor Jones had reviewed the documents for the Amalgamated/Combined Policy (includes a Long Term Agreement) and payment, in the sum of £3,689.25 plus Insurance Premium Tax of £442.71 & Broker’s Fee of £25.00 = £4,156.96 was authorised  by the due renewal date of 1 June 2023 (in order to meet the deadline for response).  Information on Cyber Cover to be investigated.

Also, the Commercial Insurance for the Parish Council Tractor Renewal to BHIB in the sum of £807.99 (includes £83.89 Insurance Premium Tax and £25 Admin Fee) was authorised by the due renewal date of 

1 June 2023 (in order to meet the deadline for response).

15684
LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (notes circulated prior to meeting) – the benefits of membership were NOTED and it was RESOLVED to approve payment to LALC in the sum of £914.69 (Subs to the National Association of Local Councils £510.41, Subs to the Lancashire Association of Local Councils £391.42, Contribution to Area Secretary £12.86).

15685
CIVIC SUNDAY (notes circulated prior to meeting) – after discussion, it was AGREED to arrange the community event during the festive season with either St Michael’s Church or Christ Church.

15686
WEST LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL (notes circulated prior to meeting):

a)
Community Skip Day Event – to consider an offer of a partnership arrangement.  After discussion, it was AGREED not to declare an expression of interest.  Aughton was close enough to the Burscough tip or the tip in Sefton.

b)
Community Volunteer database – after discussion,  it was AGREED to post a Facebook link.

15687
PLAYAREAS – the Inspection Reports on all 4 sites were NOTED plus the replacement of 2 swing seats and it was RESOLVED to approve payment in the sum of £ 304.00 (plus Vat) to Yates Playgrounds Ltd.    The costings for remedial repairs/parts and labour would be drawn up and considered at a future meeting.

15688
OPSTA- the open invitation from Northern to join a ‘customer panel’ was READ and NOTED.
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15689
PARISH FINANCE

a)
Repairs to Floodlights on Tennis Courts and in the Car Park, includes the hire of a Tower Wagon and inspection of all 12 floodlights (malfunction and 2 replacement lights) plus inspection of 2 car park lights  – it was RESOLVED to approve payment to 

P & R Electrical Contractors Ltd in the sum of £1,075.20 (plus VAT).

b)
Cheque Signatories – to confirm arrangements, 3 signatories on each cheque one of whom must be the Clerk/RFO.  It was AGREED to include Councillor John Waugh and Councillor Susan McVicker.

In accordance with the Royal Bank of Scotland instructions, the following RESOLUTION was AGREED:

‘RESOLUTION – it was RESOLVED that:

The Authorised Signatories in the current mandate, for the accounts detailed in section 1.3, be changed in accordance with the section Authorised Signatories.  The current mandate will continue as amended’.

(a signed copy of the Minutes to be provided to RBS).

c)
Accounts for the month of May 2023 (circulated to members) – to receive and approve

Income

WLBC – CIL monies received 30.4.23 (reported at last meeting) derived from

Development behind the Dog & Gun Inn, Long Lane




8,392.97

Expenditure









(includes VAT)

BHIB Ltd – Amalgamated Policy Renewal (long standing agreement discount) –

delegated approval in order to meet the deadline for renewal – by 30 May 2023 

4,156.96

BHIB Ltd – APC Tractor Vehicle Insurance Renewal

delegated approval in order to meet the deadline for renewal – by 30 May 2023 

   807.99

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance - small business

 7 day invoice (delegated approval)






3,317.70

P & R Electrical Contractors – inspection/repair/parts/labour tennis court floodlights

  and car park lights








1,290.24

Yates Playgrounds Ltd – inspection of 4 playareas plus 2 replacement swing seats
   364.80

LALC – annual membership renewal






   914.69

Global Maintainance Ltd – power sweep etc to 3 tennis courts



   360.00

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

15690
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday, 12 June 2023.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm.

