AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 14 AUGUST 2023, IN AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor John Waugh

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

15723
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Collins 
-
personal commitment


Councillor Wells
-
personal commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

15724
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

15725
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 10 JULY 2023, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record. 

15726
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
Policing of Aughton:  Sports Pavilion – an update was given on the on-going security measures to the building including the installation of anti-climb paint and signage to all four elevations of the building.  The fixings of the window guards were being monitored following attempts to cause wilful damage.

(Minutes July 2023, Para.15711 a)

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage to allow any members of the public who were resident in Aughton (or such other persons in the Chairman’s absolute discretion) to address the meeting.

A resident from Prescot Road referred to a decision by the Local Planning Authority (LPA) to refuse planning application 2019/1273/FUL for development of 46 Long Lane (known locally as Trafalgar House) as the building was identified as being a non-designated heritage asset.   Application 2023/0468/PND had recently been approved by the LPA for demolition without local consultation.  

The Chairman said the matter would be looked into.

A resident from Long Lane (Chairman of Aughton Residents Group) reported on a meeting  he had arranged with some members of his group and the MP, Ashley Dalton, on 25 July 2023 at her office in Skelmersdale.  Discussion had taken place over the new emerging West Lancashire Local Plan due to be adopted in 2025 and the current and future situations relating to the Parrs Lane sites and other Aughton and Ormskirk sites.   It was suggested that further discussions should take place with the WLBC Planning Portfolio Holder to ensure that WLBC would be unwilling to build on farmland. 

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.

15727
PLANNING:

a)
Weekly List Items 

There were NO COMMENTS in the cases of:

2023/0514   0538   0582   0655   0661

In the case of:

2023/0554/FUL 30 Victoria Road – members expressed some concern that the front extension to include an attached garage, forward of the building line, would be an incongruous feature in the street scene.
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2023/0604/ARM  Southlands, Parrs Lane – members wished to iterate comments made at Outline Stage, ie ‘with local knowledge of the flooding problems in Parrs Lane, Prescot Road and Town Green Lane, the Parish Council would wish to ensure full drainage proposals were submitted prior to further consideration of this application.  Also, Parrs Lane was a fast ‘de-restricted’ country lane with just 30mph speed limit at either end when approaching Prescot Road and Long Lane junctions.  The site was situated on a sharp bend within the 60mph limit and it was important therefore that, if possible, improved access and visibility splays were considered appropriate for a 60mph speed limit’.  Condition 4 of the Outline Permission refers specifically to the strategy for the separate foul and surface water drainage requirements in order to prevent flooding and disposal of surface water from the site.  Members wished to ensure conditions relating to visibility splays and drainage requirements would be submitted under Reserved Matters.

2023/0638/FUL  109 Moss Delph Lane – the weekly list description of this application describes it as a 

sub-division of an existing residential site to create a new two storey dormer bungalow…..to provide an accessible home for an elderly family member.  In its current form, members considered the proposal was unacceptable given its close proximity to the 3 protected Oak Trees which, over time, would suffer from the impact of the proposed development and possibly lead to tree root damage and eventually loss of the Oaks.  The proposed site with an additional vehicular access appeared confined to the corner of the large garden of number 109 giving an appearance of ‘over-development’ so perhaps an alternative siting that allows more protection for the Oaks would be more acceptable. (Call-in by Councillor Hennessey)

2023/0615/FUL  Mews Cottage, 31 Brookfield Lane – members considered the proposal was ‘over-development’ of the site.  Given the size of the existing property and the proposal to replace it with two

5 bedroomed dwellings fronting Brookfield Lane, this would have a significant impact on the ‘street scene’.

(Call-in by Councillor Rigby)

2023/0695/FUL  Newstead, Parrs Lane – members noted the resubmission of a previous application (identical to 2022/0591) for 2 dwellings with associated works but supported by a Flood Risk Sequential Testing Statement.  Members did not have the expertise to comment on ‘Sequential Testing’ matters.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control

Notification of Planned Temporary daily Road Closure – Parrs Lane, Aughton from Wednesday,

4 October 2023 until Monday, 9 October 2023 (08.00 to 18.00 each day) to enable carriageway resurfacing works to be undertaken by Lancashire County Council.  View details on this and other planned works via the Highways Bulletin website – https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/roads/roadworks-and-traffic-regulation-orders/ 

c)
Planning Applications receiving a Refusal Decision – none.

15728
WEST LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL:

a)
Parish Council Representation on the Standards Committee (previously circulated to members) – to consider the invitation.  There were no nominations from the Parish Council to serve on the Standards Committee.

b)
Aughton Parish Council Elections 2023 – the election recharges were given as follows:

Parish          Ward            
Electorate         RO          
Clerical          
3rd P          
Total

Aughton       Christ Church
1985

100.00

100.00

113.66

313.66


        Delph

1535

100.00

100.00

  87.92

287.92


        Holt Green

  868

  50.00

  50.00

  49.76

149.76


        North East

1111

  75.00

  75.00

  63.66

213.66


        Town Green
1086

  75.00

  75.00

  62.23

212.23











   Total =       £1,177.23

The recharges were NOTED and APPROVED for payment to West Lancashire Borough Council in the total sum of £1,177.23.
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c)
Mayor of West Lancashire Civic Sunday Service to be held 10 September 2023 (advance notice previously circulated at June monthly meeting) – the Chairman gave his apologies and members were asked to get in touch with the Clerk if anyone was available to attend.

15729
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting held 27 July 2023 to consider and approve the accounts for year ending 31 March 2023.  The meeting had reviewed the draft figures and it was AGREED to further review the brought forward balances following an amendment to the presentation of VAT.   Noted & Approved.

b)
Repair to seat on Holt Green Triangle by local resident (ex joiner) – a letter of thanks to be sent to Mr Alf Draper with reimbursement for cost of materials in the sum of £48.15.  

c)
William Arnold Silcock memorial Playing Field – to receive the Crime Prevention Visual Audit from the South Designing Out Crime Officer at Lancashire Constabulary (copies circulated to members).   The Report was NOTED.   Members discussed some of the suggestions including options for the replacement of a cctv system.   Borough Ward Councillor Paul Hennessey was asked to make enquiries about funding for a monitored cctv system (WLBC cctv suite) and the procedure for installing one similar to the column at Haskayne Playing Field.  The Finance Committee to further consider the recommendations contained in the Audit Report at its next Meeting.

d)
Accounts for the month of August 2023 

Income










-

Expenditure









(includes VAT)

S Moorcroft (part-time Park-keeper) – expenses (2 months)



    54.90

S R Moorcroft (Contractor) – minor repairs Sports Pavilion & Grounds
    £46.89)










  
  )
  100.99

(cancel cheque 004499 for £54.10 – rejected by bank)  add replacement       £54.10)   

Lancashire Turf Supplies Ltd – bowling green maintenance following drought conditions    202.54

Aughton Village Hall – hiring fee (3 months)




                  75.00

Viking Tree Services – emergency tree work (Quarry Woodland) 


   300.00

WLBC – Aughton Parish Council 2023 Election Recharges


             1,177.23

Agricultural Repair Services Ltd – mower behind tractor repair/sharpen blades etc               232.80

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance/hedging/bowling green

  work/diesel and tipping charges plus some extra work for Best Kept Village Comp.        5,347.97

Mr A Draper – local resident (ex joiner) – reimbursement of cost of materials

    48.15

  for repairing wooden seat 

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

15730
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 11 September 2023.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm.     

