AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 9 OCTOBER 2023, IN AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor John Waugh

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

Before the start of the meeting, the Chairman announced one minute’s silence to remember the innocent victims of the recent terror attacks.

15740
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Naraen
-
personal commitment


Councillor Maher
-
personal commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

15741
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

15742
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 11 SEPTEMBER 2023, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

15743
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES:

a)
Aughton Sports Association – the date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday, 

19 October 2023, in the Sports Pavilion commencing at 7pm.  Members of the Playing Fields Committee were invited to attend.

b)
Parish Council Representation on the Standards Committee – an update was given and it was noted that 2 representatives had now put their names forward for consideration and ratification by the full Council.

c)
A letter of thanks from St Michael’s Church for the Graveyard Grant (a copy of the Church Accounts relating to receipt of same had been received).

15744
POLICING OF AUGHTON – the Chairman welcomed Superintendent Gary Crowe and invited him to address the meeting giving the reasons for the ‘Closure of Aughton Police Station’.

Superintendent Crowe said he was pleased to attend the meeting and gave a brief overview of his position as Operations Manager for South Division covering West Lancashire, Chorley & Leyland.  He said he had a large patch to cover but, good to his word, he would try and explain his controversial decision to close the Police Station in Aughton.  It opened its doors some 20 years ago as one of the first rural stations in the country and definitely the first in Lancashire and in its time was a valuable asset to the Parish.  It was saved at least once by the former MP Rosie Cooper.  

The Clerk offered some background to the item – refer ‘Minutes March 2014 Para.10232 – it was reported that Lancashire Police had recently conducted meetings and enquiries regarding an Aughton Police Station and had now concluded a review of the situation.  It had been decided that the Police currently had a use for the premises and would retain a presence at Town Green Rail Station on the terms offered.  The Police would therefore proceed with the Underlease direct with Merseyrail.  Aughton Parish Council was thanked for its time and input into this matter and apologies were given by the Police for any inconvenience caused.

Members welcomed this decision which was clearly the best final solution.  A letter of thanks would be sent to Lancashire Police with a request for an early signing of the Lease’

Superintendent Crowe said the decision was made by him at fairly short notice.  The original arrangements with Merseyrail based on a peppercorn rent had been good but Merseyrail now wanted to change the arrangements and increase the rent substantially.  After consulting with the Force Estates Department and 
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(Public Question Time Continued)

reviewing the crime figures which suggested that Aughton was still one of the safest places to live in the country, he had little choice but to close the station in order to save money.  He apologised that he didn’t consult with the Parish Council but policing had to be done on ‘supply and demand’ across the Division with Skelmersdale taking the lion’s share of resources.   The Police & Crime Commissioner did not have the resources to keep the station open.

A question and answer session took place with members of the Parish Council:

· Who at Merseyrail was responsible for the substantial rent increase and why had Merseyrail taken

that approach?  Could the police station be reopened sometime in the future?

Superintendent Crowe said he could not give any commitment to reopen due to lack of resources,  all the equipment had gone now and the police had withdrawn from the building.  Merseyrail could possibly have plans to develop the Rail Station, hence the reason for the current upgrade.

· Where do the police officers who worked from Aughton Police Station now operate from?

Superintendent Crowe said Ormskirk Police Station was still open, but no counter service, and that was where the Neighbourhood Police Team operated from.  In future, Estates may have to review this arrangement, again, due to lack of resources.

· The poor ‘101’ service, increase in antisocial behaviour, drug dealing,  lack of a visible police

presence were raised.

Superintendent Crowe responded accordingly after explaining the level of priorities for policing.  He said that because of the investment in mobile infrastructure, police officers were able to carry out their reports on their mobiles in their police cars without calling in at a police station.  He did, therefore, give a commitment that, via Inspector Bent, officers would make regular visits to the Parish Council Car Park, off Winifred Lane whilst making their reports – this would, at least, provide a visible presence.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited local residents present to participate in a ‘question and answer’ session with the Superintendent.

A resident from Long Lane and one from Middlewood Road, both of whom were volunteers in Aughton Police Station, gave an insight into the valuable work undertaken by volunteers when the station was open.

Superintendent Crowe apologised if he hadn’t answered all his questions fully but he hoped to come back to a future meeting to answer any further questions on the Policing of West Lancashire.

The Chairman thanked him for his visit and the Superintendent left the meeting.

A resident from Delph Lane gave a presentation on Tree Matters (copies to be made available to members) and expressed his concern about loss of trees, loss of local landscape due to the felling of mature trees,  lack of consultation with neighbouring properties,  very little stump grinding or replanting taking place, etc.  He referred to the loss of trees on the highway verges with little or no thought for replacement trees. He felt there was a need for a co-ordinated approach between Parish, Borough & County Councils to share resources, to protect and maintain the natural environment and tree canopy in the area.

The Chairman referred to the trees on Parish Council land and the Surveys which had  been undertaken by an Arboricultural Consultant and the tree work carried out by an approved Arboricultural Contractor earlier in the year.   He agreed, however,  to give this item further consideration at the next monthly meeting.

A resident from Long Lane spoke about the delay to the future Local Plan and said he considered the public need to be informed - there was nothing currently in the public domain.

A resident from Middlewood Road complained about the state of the roads in Aughton.  He noted that Parrs Lane had recently been resurfaced and he hoped the repairs would be continued throughout the Parish.

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.
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15745
PLANNING

a)
Weekly List Items 

There were NO COMMENTS in the cases of:

2023/0790/FUL   0800   

In the case of:

2023/0763/FUL  46 Long Lane – members considered a)  full tree protection was afforded to the site particularly in respect of the proposed alterations to the access/driveway where special construction measures needed to be implemented.  b)  as Long Lane was a major route for vehicles and pedestrians wishing to access the local primary school, Christ Church, A59 and traffic visiting Aughton & Ormskirk, safe pedestrian and vehicular access measures must be implemented, eg contractors’ vehicles, plant, skips, and materials needed to be contained within the site wherever possible – in the interests of public safety.  c)  evidence of bat roost to be dealt with by the appropriate authority.

2023/0815/FUL  Site of former 178 Prescot Road – with several houses being constructed in close proximity on Prescot Road, there had been serious obstruction issues on this busy stretch of road, ie contractors’ vehicles, plant, skips and building materials.  In the interests of highway and public safety, safe pedestrian and vehicular access measures must be implemented at all times.  Members noted the revised landscaped plan, without further comment.

2023/0713/FUL  55 Granville Park – members wished to ensure the revised proposed alterations would not detrimentally harm the character and appearance of Granville Park Conservation Area.

2023/0843/FUL  Plum Tree Villa – given the history of the site and the Appeal decision, members considered a Pre-Application consultation would have been appropriate.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control:

Appeals – Notification of an Appeal Lodged following the decision of WLBC to refuse planning permission for the change of use from existing domestic storage and workshop building to dwelling at The Cottage, Hollin House Green, Back Lane

Planning Control – Notification of the cancellation of the Planning Committee Meeting scheduled for Thursday, 5 October 2023.  The Agenda included Item 8 Government Consultation on ‘Plan-Making Reforms:  Consultation on Implementation’.  NOTED

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision - 

2023/0733/Prior Notification Procedure & 2023/0734/Prior Notification Procedure (Details of Agriculture and Forestry Development) - - Details Refused:  the proposed agricultural building/polytunnels will be located in an open and obtrusive position which would unduly detract from the openness and visual amenity of the Green Belt and rely on an excessive hardstanding track for access therefore would conflict with Policies GN1 and GN3 in the WLLP DPD and the National Planning Policy Framework.


15746
LANCASHIRE PARISH & TOWN COUNCIL CONFERENCE (LPTC) (LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (LALC) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – members NOTED both events to be held Saturday, 4 November 2023 at the Exchange, County Hall, Fishergate, Preston (any members wishing to attend to contact the Clerk for further details)

15747
LALC AREA COMMITTEE MEETING – the date was confirmed as Thursday, 12 October 2023 commencing 7pm at the Council Offices, Ormskirk.

15748
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, 12 NOVEMBER 2023 – the arrangements were confirmed as follows:  the Parish Council had been invited to join St Michael’s Church this year for the Remembrance Sunday Service meeting in the Church Hall at approximately 10.20am before the Church Service at 10.45am.  The Ceremony of Remembrance would take place at Granville Park War Memorial at approximately 12.15pm.

It was RESOLVED to take all expenses from the ‘Free Resource’ (s.137).
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15749
LANCASHIRE BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2023 – Presentation of Awards Ceremony for the 2023 Competition to be held at Eaves Hall, West Bradford, Clitheroe on Monday, 16 October 2023, commencing at 2.30pm.  Two representatives from the Parish Council had been invited to attend and it was RESOLVED to take all expenses from the ‘Free Resource’ (s.137).

15750
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Completion of External Audit – the Final Certificate of Audit for the year ended 31 March 2023 was received for approval and acceptance and it was RESOLVED to 
approve payment for professional fees rendered to PKF Littlejohn LLP in the sum of £420.00 (plus VAT) – there were no additional charges or fees.

b)
Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2022/23 Form 3:  Independent Internal Audit – it was RESOLVED to approve payment to Mr A Gore MCIPD CILCA  in the sum of £100 for services rendered in respect of the independent internal audit carried out to the Parish Council Accounts and for signing off the relevant documents required by the External Auditor. 

c)
Accounts for the month of October 2023 

Income

WLBC – Parish Precept Part II







37,979.50

WLBC- Contribution towards Concurrent & General Expenditure Part II

               3,651.50

Expenditure









(includes VAT)

Imprest Renewal (3 months)







     158.64

S Moorcroft (part-time Park-keeper) – expenses (2 months)



       55.35

Global Maintainance Ltd – prevention treatment to 3 tennis courts


     108.00

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance/hedging etc                           2,468.50

PKF Littlejohn LLP – professional services rendered in respect of  External Audit                  504.00

Mr A Gore – Independent Internal Audit of financial records and completion of

   supporting documentation







      100.00

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

15751
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 13 November 2023.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm.

