AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER 2023, IN AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

CHAIRMAN:


to be elected

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

15731
TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN TO TAKE THE MEETING (in the absence of

Councillor John Waugh, Chairman of Aughton Parish Council).  It was PROPOSED by Councillor Pendleton and SECONDED by Councillor Naraen, that Councillor Ged Maher be elected Chairman for the September Meeting.  There being no further nominations, it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Councillor Maher took the Chair.

15732
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Waugh (Chairman of the Parish Council)
-
personal commitment


Councillor Jones




-
personal commitment



Councillor McVicker




-
arriving late

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

15733
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

15734
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 14 AUGUST 2023, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

15735
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):

a)
Parish Finance:  William Arnold Silcock Memorial Playing Fields – Crime Prevention Visual Audit from the South Designing Out Crime Officer at Lancashire Constabulary:  the response to the enquiry about new public open space CCTV cameras and funding had been received from Borough Ward Councillor 

Paul Hennessy and circulated to all members and was NOTED including:

‘The Community Safety Officer has raised the complaint regarding anti-social behaviour in Aughton directly with the Neighbourhood Sergeant for the attention of the Police Neighbourhood Team.  We would also encourage all residents to report any further incidents of anti-social behaviour directly to the Police via 101 or Lancashire Talking via the enclosed link:  https://www.lancashire.police.uk/lancashire-talking/ 

This will enable the Police to be aware of any immediate concerns, record the level of nuisance and deploy resources in response to ASB.

There is no current funding allocated by the West Lancashire Borough Council for new public open space CCTV cameras.  Where funding is available for new public open space CCTV cameras, the proposed locations would need supporting by the Police and available crime data.  A business case would also need to be produced with evidence to support the need for the camera, a full cost analysis for the capital cost of installation and the ongoing revenue costs, budget impact and the perceived benefits’.

(Minutes August 2023, Para.15729c) 

(Councillor McVicker arrived during Public Question Time)

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage to allow any members of the public who were resident in Aughton (or such other persons in the Chairman’s absolute discretion) to address the meeting.

A resident from Long Lane (Chairman of Aughton Residents Group) gave an update on his unsuccessful attempts with the Local Planning Authority to ascertain the current position regarding the delay to the published Local Development Scheme timetable and the new Local Plan.  
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(Public Question Time Continued)

The Chairman asked the Clerk to try and get an update on the LDS timetable.

The resident then advised that a building company had recently made applications to Sefton Council to remove the Affordable Housing element from a development.

(this was regularly done by developers as Affordable Housing was not always viable)

A brief discussion took place with Borough Ward Councillor Paul Hennessy over the ‘travellers situation/purchase of land’ in Aughton.  

Councillor Hennessy also suggested the Parish Council should consider undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan.

(the Parish Council had previously looked into this and there was lack of enthusiasm/volunteers for this very complex procedure.  Aughton Residents Group had opted out as they felt they would be ‘in conflict’).

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.

15736
PLANNING

a)
Weekly List Items

There were NO COMMENTS in the cases of:

2023/0684/FUL   0754   0771   0785

In the case of:

2023/0724/FUL  8 Delph Lane – the dwelling fronts the properties on the opposite side of Delph Lane sited in Granville Park Conservation Area.  Members considered, therefore, that the change of materials to the roof from slate to aluminium would harm the setting and the views out of the Conservation Area and impact on the street scene.

2023/0764/FUL  Arcadian, 72 Granville Park – members supported the latest proposal for ‘Arcadian’ which should positively contribute to the character and appearance of its prominent location but wished to ensure full tree protection with additional planting was afforded to the site, given the parkland setting of Granville Park Conservation Area.

2023/0753/FUL  Royal Oak, 134 Liverpool Road – members supported the improvements providing the changes would not impact unduly upon the residential amenity of neighbouring properties.

2023/0758/FUL  Birches Brow, Formby Lane (Retrospective) – members noted the circumstances given for the temporary siting of a caravan at Birches Brow.  They would, however, only support the siting for a maximum period of up to 6 months after which time the caravan must be removed and the site returned to its normal state.  It is sited in a prominent location impacting on the openness and visual amenity of the Green Belt and the residential amenity of neighbouring properties.

b)
Appeals/Planning Control:

Appeals – Notification of an Appeal Lodged following the decision by WLBC to refuse planning permission for the construction of 1 single storey detached dwelling and associated landscaping following the demolition of the existing buildings on Land East of 142 Brookfield Lane (reason for refusal – the proposed development was contrary to Para.79 of the NPPF and Policies GN1 and RS1 of WLLP in that the development would result in the delivery of market housing outside of a settlement boundary in an unsustainable location.  No special circumstances had been identified to support the development in this context)

Planning Control:

Planning Application 2023/0468/PND  at 46 Long Lane (non designated heritage asset) –the demolition was permitted under Part 11 of Schedule 2 of the Town & Country Planning (GPD) (England) Order 2015, as amended (a lighter touch planning regime for demolition) but the Coach House was retained.  NOTED

CPRE (the Countryside Charity) – details were given of an amendment voted through the House of Lords that ensured both the public and parliament had a say on any new national planning policy created by the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill.
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Para.15736 (Continued)

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision -

2023/0554/FUL  30 Victoria Road – disproportionate addition to the property, impact on street scene, overlooking etc 

2023/0157/FUL  5 Middlewood Road (Cons. Area) – contrary to NPPF & WLLP EN4 & Design Guide

2023/0432/FUL  4 Cut Lane – disproportionate addition & inappropriate development in Green Belt

d)
Liverpool City Region and West Lancashire Recreation Mitigation on the Coast Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) Scoping Report Consultation – members AGREED to await the draft SPD before considering passing comments.

15737
PARISH FINANCE:

a)
Graveyard Grants:  St Michael’s Church & Christ Church – it was RESOLVED to approve payment to the Parochial Church Councils in the sum of £500 each church (budget allocation).

b)
Arboricultural Tree Risk Management Surveys carried out on 6 sites by Bowland Tree Consultancy Ltd:  Part II (to assess trees highlighted as requiring re-inspection within 12 months of previous surveys) – it was RESOLVED to approve the quotation of £1,166.25 (plus VAT) for the essential re-inspection.  

(Responsible Members for Tree Matters – Councillors Waugh, Jones & Woolgar – one member to accompany the Clerk during the Woodland site visit with the Consultant)

c)
Sports Pavilion Project (CIL Monies) – to coat remaining roof guards with anti-climb paint and supply and fix warning signage – it was RESOLVED to approve payment to Davics Construction Ltd in the sum of £365.00 (plus VAT).

d)
Accounts for month of September

Income










-

Expenditure









(includes VAT)

BT – telephone/business broadband/tech (7 day invoice)




189.15

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance, litter and bin 

  emptying, car park maintenance, bowling green, tipping fees & tractor diesel
          2,769.59

St Michael’s Church PCC – graveyard grant





500.00

Christ Church PCC – graveyard grant






500.00

Davics Construction Ltd – remaining roof work & signage (CIL monies)


438.00

Global Maintenance Ltd – tennis court maintenance service



360.00

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

15737
PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATION ON THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE:  to note/consider the appointments (if information available) – no information received to date.

15738
AUGHTON SPORTS ASSOCIATION (the umbrella body which oversees the amicable use of the playing field) – to consider a date for the next meeting (Playing Fields Committee Members were invited to attend) - several dates were put forward and it was AGREED to confirm the most appropriate date for all at the October meeting.

15739
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 9 October 2023.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm

