AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER 2024, AT AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


To be elected

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

15866
TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN TO TAKE THE MEETING (in the absence of Councillor John Waugh, Chairman of Aughton Parish Council).  It was PROPOSED by Councillor Collins and SECONDED by Councillor Naraen, that Councillor John Pendleton be elected Chairman for the September Meeting.  There being no further nominations, it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Councillor Pendleton took the Chair.

15867
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Waugh (Chairman of Aughton Parish Council)
- personal commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

15868
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

15869
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 12 AUGUST 2024, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

15870
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only) – none to date.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited questions and comments on Agenda Items only from residents present.

A resident from Sandy Lane reported her concerns to planning application 2024/0630/FUL including the negative impact of a 3 stable block and road access on the area;  lack of details for provision of water, drainage, manure, loss of privacy and overlooking to nearby property, insufficient land provided for horses in a 3 stable block.    The resident had made arrangements for the application to be ‘called in’ by a Borough Councillor. 

A resident from Smithy Lane gave his objections to the retrospective planning application at Smithy Lane Farm for an agricultural hardstanding area to increase the yard use.  A lot of scrub area and natural habitat had been lost and an additional stretch of hedgerow had been removed.  

(the Rural South Borough Ward Councillor was asked to ‘call in’ this application)

A resident from Long Lane (Chairman of ARG) referred to Agenda Item 6e National Planning Policy Framework 2024 Consultation and asked if the Borough Council had submitted a response?  

The Borough Ward Councillor for Aughton & Holborn confirmed the briefing on the matter would be held on 16 September 2024 and the Borough Ward Councillor for Rural South confirmed a submission would be sent from the Our West Lancashire Group.

Further brief discussion took place on the NPPF consultation document and the proposed new West Lancashire Local Plan. 

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.   
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15871
PLANNING

a)  Weekly List Items

There were NO COMMENTS in the cases of:

2024/0714/FUL   

In the case of:

2024/0634/FUL  The Coach House, 57A Granville Park – members main concern related to the mature trees and wished to ensure full tree protection was afforded to the site.

2024/0630/FUL  Land to the East of Sandy Lane Farm, Sandy Lane – members considered the proposed development of the site for a 3 stable block and associated vehicular road/hardstanding was inappropriate development in the Green Belt and would result in harm to the Green Belt through the degree of encroachment into the countryside.  It was not clear if the proposal was for private or commercial use, however, in any event in this location neither would overcome the harm to the Green Belt.  It was not considered there were any special circumstances to overcome the definitional harm to the Green Belt and additional harm caused through encroachment.  Due to the proposed vehicular road/hardstanding, this would result in encroachment in the open countryside and have an adverse impact on the amenity of nearby residential occupiers.  The sightlines/visibility splays were not detailed and no information given with regard to drainage information etc.  Finally, there were no local bridleways in the Parish.

2024/0690/FUL  Smithy Lane Farm – members noted the retrospective planning application to increase the existing yard area for the reasons given but wished to ensure full details of drainage requirements must be met.  Members did, however, raise concern about the continual removal of hedgerow to accommodate an even wider access for large farm vehicles – the loss of hedgerow overall was adversely affecting the ‘street scene’ and the views into and out of Holt Green Conservation Area.

2024/0703/FUL  Mews Cottage, 31 Brookfield Lane – members raised no objections to the proposed extension and alteration to Mews Cottage.

2024/0731/FUL  The Bungalow, St Michael Road – members raised no objections to the application providing the proposals would not affect the views into and out of St Michael Church Conservation Area or impact on the Listed Building of Aughton Old Hall or its setting.

b)  Appeals/Planning Control  

Notification of an Appeal Decision re 43 Granville Park West for the breach of planning control as alleged in the notice for the erection of a fence, pillars and gates along the front boundary of the site resulting in harm to the character and appearance of Granville Park Conservation Area.  The Appeal was dismissed, the enforcement notice upheld and planning permission refused.  The period for compliance with the requirements is 3 months.

c)  Planning Applications receiving Approval/Refusal Decisions:

2024/0544/FUL & 2024/0534/LBC 2 Brookfield Lane - both applications Refused (Holt Green Conservation Area/Listed Building – Historic England raised objections)

2024/0468/FUL 84 Noel Gate – Refused – conflicts with LP Policy GN3 & SPD Design Guide due to the siting, scale and design, and harm the visual amenity of the surrounding properties.

d)  Planning Committee Meeting held 5 September 2024 – to note the changes to Public Speaking Procedure at Planning Committee.  ‘A thorough, transparent and accountable planning committee process is essential to ensure the Council’s Planning Committee makes sound and reasoned decisions.  Public speaking at Planning Committee is a key part of this decision making process and this procedure sets out the Council’s requirements accordingly.  Members of the public are welcome to attending Planning Committee Meetings. ………….In relation to Parish & Town Councils:  Parish and/or Town Clerks and/or their representatives will also be permitted to speak at the meeting (3 minutes).  They must have registered to speak before addressing the Committee and completed the pro forma.  However, they do not need to have made representations to the application prior to the date on which the final period of neighbour notification has expired.’
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(Para.15871 Continued)

e)  Consultation on the National Planning Policy Framework 2024 – a Summary of the NPPF had been circulated to members and NOTED.  A lengthy discussion took place on the consultation document and the main points would be incorporated into the Parish Council’s response to the ‘Proposed reforms to the NPPF and other changes to the planning system’ by the deadline of 11.45pm on 24 September 2024.  All members to be involved in the compilation and approval of the final submission.  

15872
CADENT GAS:  Gas Governor Kiosk Replacement for Aughton – an update was given on the matter from Cadent as follows:  ‘We are still trying to find appropriate land to site our new pressure regulator kiosk.  At the moment we are looking at a private site close to Prescot Road junction, although this will take a while to negotiate.  There is no risk to gas supply to this area of Aughton.  We will continue to maintain the current unit although we do need to find an alternative place for a new unit for easier access as you are aware’.   The Parish Council will be kept updated on the matter.

15873
POLICE & CRIME PLAN PUBLIC CONSULTATION – details were circulated to members on 

9 July 2024 for individual responses and inclusion on APC Facebook Page – all responses required by

30 September 2024.  NOTED

15874
VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR:  to consider the recommendation of the Interview Committee in respect of the Co-option of a local resident to fill a Vacancy.

Following a successful Interview on 12 August 2024 with Councillors Waugh & Woolgar, it was RESOLVED to Co-opt Mr Michael Freeman of Smithy Lane to fill a Vacancy in Delph Ward.  Mr Freeman would be invited to attend the October Meeting to make his Declaration and complete the procedure.

15875
PARISH FINANCE:

a)  Playareas:  It was RESOLVED to approve payment to Yates Playgrounds Ltd in the sum of £1,416.00 (plus VAT) for repairs/painting of play equipment completed (Part II) as per Inspection Reports (refer Minutes August 2024, Para. 15864 Note included).

b)  Graveyard Grants:   St Michael’s Church & Christ Church - it was RESOLVED to approve payment to the Parochial Church Councils in the sum of £500 each church (budget allocation).

c)  Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3:  Independent Internal Audit – it was RESOLVED to approve payment to Mr A Gore MCIPD CILCA in the sum of £100 for services rendered in respect of the independent internal audit carried out to the Parish Council Accounts and for signing off the relevant documents required by the External Auditor.

d)  Accounts for the month of September 2024 – to approve payment (circulated to members)

Income









-

Expenditure








(includes VAT)

Imprest Renewal (2 months) – includes paint for bus shelters



110.06

S Moorcroft – expenses (3 months)






  83.25

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance/hedging

          2,867.72

Yates Playgrounds Ltd – repairs plus outstanding painting of equipment

          1,699.20

Mr A Gore – independent internal audit fee





100.00

St Michael’s Church PCC – Graveyard Grant





500.00

Christ Church PCC – Graveyard Grant






500.00

BT plc – One Bill/telephone/business broadband/tech



             169.78

Shaw Savage Business Services Ltd – printer toners




159.36

Salaries/HMRC

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

15876
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 14 October 2024 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm.
