

AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL					
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 12 MAY 2025, IN AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.00pm

CHAIRMAN:		Councillor John Waugh

MEMBERS PRESENT:	As recorded in the Register of Attendance

15955	APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:

	Councillor Freeman	-	personal commitment
	Councillor Jones		-	personal commitment
	Councillor Maher		-	personal commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

Councillor Waugh remained in the Chair for the next item.

15956	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL FOR 2025/2026 – it was PROPOSED by Councillor John Pendleton and SECONDED by Councillor Asheem Naraen, that Councillor John Waugh be elected CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL for the ensuing year.  There being no other nominations, it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.

15957	CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF OFFICE – the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was READ, SIGNED and WITNESSED.
Councillor Waugh thanked his fellow councillors accordingly for the honour bestowed upon him.

15958	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL – there were no members elected to take up this post at present.

15959	CODE OF CONDUCT/DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
a)	Code of Conduct – it was confirmed that pursuant to the Local Government Act 2011, Sections 28 & 30/Localism Act 2011, Sections 27 & 28, all members of the Parish Council had signed an original Form of Written Undertaking to observe the Code as to the conduct which was expected of Members of Aughton Parish Council plus the Revised Code with Guidance approved on 23 February 2022 by West Lancashire Borough Council – Constitution, Part 5 Codes and Protocols.
b)	Declarations of Interest – action to be taken by members in respect of Disclosable Pecuniary & Non-Pecuniary Interests (view pages 16 & 17 of the Code), Notification and Register of Interests/Gifts of Hospitality, etc  was confirmed and NOTED.  Members were reminded that should any changes occur since completion of the form, formal notice must be given within 28 days of becoming aware.  The Parish Clerk/Proper Officer would consider requests for Dispensations in respect of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.  The Proper Officer/Parish Clerk would grant a Dispensation to each Parish Council member in respect of the Budget and Setting the Parish Precept – without the Dispensation, ‘the number of persons prohibited from participating in this particular business would be so great a proportion of the body transacting the business as to impede the transaction of the business’.
The Clerk could forward by e-mail a blank Declaration of Interest Form, once again, for completion ‘on-line’ should members’ interests change (but a hard copy of the signature was required please).

Members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.
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PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage (for a short interval at his discretion) to allow any members of the public who are resident in Aughton (or such other persons in the Chairman’s absolute discretion) to address the meeting ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS ONLY (Agenda Item 8a)

A resident from Long Lane gave his views on the application for determination by the planning officer as to whether prior approval of details was required for a change of use for the Agricultural Building adjacent 82 Smithy Lane, given the conditions attached to the previous planning permissions for Smithy Lane Farm.

A resident from Fir Tree Lane spoke about the problems of ‘excessive speed on Clieves Hills’ and during the evenings the roads become a race track for mainly younger drivers with a circuit route between Clieves Hills Lane, Formby Lane, Fir Tree Lane back to Clieves Hills Viewpoint.  She mentioned the recent fatality and other serious casualties recently and the local residents’ efforts in trying to get a speed limit reduction.  Letters had been sent to Lancashire County Council but the request had been turned down on two occasions.  Meetings had been held with the local police and their assistance was on-going.   The possibility of funding to be made available via Lancashire Constabulary for the local police to go into the schools to give a talk and display of the issues but this would need the support of the Parish Council.    

The local resident was asked to send copies of the correspondence to the Clerk before she requested an update from the local police on a possible way forward.  

There being no further business, the Chairman resumed the meeting.

15960	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 14 APRIL 2025, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

15961	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):
a)  West Lancashire Area Committee Meeting – WLBC cost saving measures.  A brief update was given on the proposed reduction/removal of litter/dog-waste bins by the Borough Council but the matter was still progressing and the impact of such measures in Aughton was being assessed.

15962	PLANNING: 
a)	Weekly List Items
There were NO COMMENTS in the cases of:
2025/0322/FUL   0325   0371   0404 (late addition to list)
In the case of:
2025/0326/FUL  12 Victoria Road – members raised no objections to the proposal and would support the amended design from a flat roof to a pitched roof.
2025/0339/FUL  69 Town Green Lane – members noted the enlargement of the footprint of the extension could reduce/remove the staff car parking at the rear.
2025/0352/FUL  48 Granville Park West – members would support the comments made by the Merseyside and West Lancashire Bat Group regarding the ‘holding objection’.  Also, the proposed redesign of the property should not impact on the appearance or local character of Granville Park Conservation Area.
2025/0376/FUL  71 Swanpool Lane – members wished to ensure compliance with off-road parking requirements as per Local Plan Policy IF2.  Construction and working hours conditions should be imposed in order to protect the residential amenity of neighbouring properties.
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Para. 15962 Planning (Continued)
2025/0382/FUL 25 Noel Gate - members wished to ensure compliance with off-road parking requirements as per Local Plan Policy IF2.  Construction and working hours conditions should be imposed in order to protect the residential amenity of neighbouring properties.
2025/0372/PNC  Agricultural Building adjacent 82 Smithy Lane – application for determination as to whether prior approval of details is required – Class Q* – change of use to 7 no. dwellings from agricultural building (and for building works necessary to convert the building)
(Notice of Development Proposal Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – it should be noted that the Local Planning Authority can only consider the following details and is therefore unable to refuse the principle of the development:
a)  flooding risks and contamination risks, on the site and in relation to the building.
b)  transport and highways impacts of the development.
c)  noise impacts of the development.
d)  odour impacts of the development.
e)  impacts of storage and handling of waste in relation to the development.
f)  impacts of the hours of opening of the development.
g)  impacts of air quality on the intended occupiers of the building.
h)  the siting, design or external appearance of the facilities to be provided.
In the event that an appeal is made against a decision of the Council to refuse to grant planning permission for the proposed development, and that appeal then proceeds by way of the expedited procedure under the written representations procedure, any representations made to the Council about the application will be passed to the Secretary of State and there will be no opportunity to make further representations.)
NB:  Permitted Development Rights were amended 21 May 2024 to broaden the range of buildings that could be converted to dwellings, allow extensions to the building and to increase the total number of dwellings from 5 to 10.
*Class Q – agricultural buildings to dwelling houses – permitted development.
NOTED – awaiting the LPA to determine whether prior approval details are required as any development should satisfy the NPPF and Policy Standards. 

Amendment to 2024/0630/FUL  Land to the East of Sandy Lane Farm – erection of stable building with access from Sandy Lane – members noted the response from the Principle Engineer in respect of ‘drainage requirements’.

b)  Appeals/Planning Control:
Notice of an Appeal Decision – 2023/0127/FUL  Sunnybank, 15 Liverpool Road (Appeal against Enforcement) – the Inspector considered the doors/windows installed were at rear so the Appeal ‘quashed’.

c)  Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision:
2025/0127/FUL  77 Long Lane – REFUSED – the proposed side and rear extensions conflict with Policy GN3 and Design Guide in that the development would result in harm to the amenity of the residents of the applicant dwelling and to neighbouring property at 79 Long Lane.

15963	PARISH DEEDS & SECURITIES – it was RESOLVED that the list submitted be APPROVED and would be made available for inspection by auditors if requested.

15964	REPRESENTATION OF THE COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES AND COMMITTEES/RESPONSIBLE MEMBERS – the list submitted was considered and Councillor Collins asked to be removed from the Aughton Sports Association, due to family commitments.  Any members wishing to fill the Vacancies on the List should contact the Clerk.
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Para.15964 (Continued)
Aughton Village Hall Management Committee – the Parish Council representative gave the Annual Report from the Management Committee.  The Aughton Village Hall is a registered charity and run for the benefit of the local community.  Finances were in good shape – the hall tends to break even for normal running expenditure and minor repairs.  If major repairs were required, there should be sufficient reserves to cover most eventualities.  Recently there had been a significant increase in casual bookings and new regular bookings from the U3a Musical Theatre and a further three new Groups.  This means that the diary was full and no new regular Groups can be accepted due to scheduling.  Work has been done on building a new website and as a result of this, there had been a significant increase in both casual and regular bookings.  Measures to improve the security were being investigated.

Aughton Sports Association – the Chairman of the Sports Association gave a brief report.  The Summer sport on the site had commenced with tennis, cricket and bowls enjoying the good weather.  The refurbished tennis courts looked very attractive and had encouraged some new members both adult and juniors.   The main issue during the Winter months was the flooding on the field mainly caused by the excessive rainfall – the proposed drainage maintenance should improve the situation.   

15965	AUGHTON UNITED CHARITIES – it was reported that the Charity continued to give confidential gifts of small amounts of money each Christmas to beneficiaries living in the Parish, mainly older residents for the ‘prevention/relief of poverty’.   A new Secretary had been found and taken up her post.  Sadly, it was reported the previous
 long-standing Secretary had recently passed away and condolences had been sent to her family.  The Chairman of the Charity was the Reverend Andrew Housley from St Michael’s Church.

[bookmark: _GoBack]15966	CHARITY NAME:  RACHEL TAYLOR FOR A PLAYING FIELD – the land was designated to Aughton Parish Council for the benefit of local residents.  In compliance with current regulations, it was confirmed and NOTED that an Annual Update Form had been submitted to the Charity Commission.  There were no fund or bank accounts for reporting just information for record purposes.

15967	AUGHTON SPORTS ASSOCIATION – to consider Committee arrangements – Councillor Ms Woolgar (Chairman), Councillor Maher and One Vacancy.

15968	AUDIT 2024/2025
a)  External Audit – the annual audit arrangements by the appointed auditor PKF Littlejohn LLP were noted with the date for submission of papers by e-mail or post confirmed at 1 July 2025 – no submission deadlines will be granted beyond 31 July 2025.
An Extraordinary Meeting to consider and approve the accounts for the year ending 31.3.25 was agreed at Wednesday, 25 June 2025 in the Sports Pavilion commencing at 7pm.
b)  Internal Audit – appointment of an Independent Internal Auditor – it was AGREED to seek the appointment of 
Mr A Gore of Ormskirk (ex CILCA Parish Clerk) who had undertaken the role for the past 13 years and it was understood he was willing to continue.

15969	INSURANCE POLICIES (notes circulated prior to meeting) – the National Association of Local Councils and Clear Councils Insurance Management work together to help Parish Councils protect communities – tailor made support to local councils.   It was AGREED to renew the Amalgamated Policy on the same requirement basis (rollover questions may be requested if applicable) 3 year term index linked basis with Clear Councils Insurance in the sum of
£5,131.50 (£4,537.00 plus Insurance Premium Tax £544.44 plus Administration Fee £50).  
Also, Mini-fleet Insurance Renewal for the Parish Council Tractor with Clear Insurance Management Ltd in the sum of 
£454.24 (includes Insurance Premium Tax £41.70 plus Administration Fee £65.00).   Payments on both policies due and cleared by 1 June 2025.
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15970	LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (LALC) - notes circulated prior to meeting.  The benefits of membership were NOTED and it was RESOLVED to approve payment to LALC in the sum of £991.69 (Subs to NALC £557.03, Subs to LALC £424.66, Contribution to Area Secretary £10.00.
(Reminder:  LALC Conference details £50 per member – Delta Marriott Hotel, Preston, 7 June 2025, 9.30am-3.30pm –
Any members interested in attending, please contact the Clerk asap)

15971	PARISH FINANCE:
a)  Accounts for the month of May 2025
Income
WLBC – Parish Precept (Part 1)									44,718.00

Expenditure									(includes VAT if appropriate)

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance (all areas),
  Bowling green, War Memorial (ground) for VE Day							 2,960.34
LALC – membership renewal									     991.69
Clear Insurance Management Ltd – Minifleet Renewal (PC Tractor by 30 May 2025)			     454.24
Clear Insurance Management Ltd – Amalgamated Policy Renewal by 30 May 2025 (3 year/index linked)	  5,131.50
Salaries – part-time Clerk/part-time Park-keeper 				          As per scheduled payments for
									       Salaries approved in 25/26 budget
HM Revenue & Customs – Income Tax & NIC				                   As per PAYE rates May 25 

It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

15972	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – to confirm Monday, 9 June 2025

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm .  
										


