AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER 2026, AT AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:			Councillor John Pendleton (Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council)

MEMBERS PRESENT:		As recorded in the Register of Attendance

16146	APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:

	Councillor Waugh (Chairman of the Parish Council)	-	personal commitment
	Councillor Collins					-	       “		“
	Councillor Jones					-	       “		“
	Councillor Maher					-	       “		“
	Councillor Wells					-	       “		“

All APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

16147	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their Interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.
*Councillor Pendleton declared a DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST in the amendment to Planning Application
2026/0628/PIP  Land off Middlewood Drive, as he was well known to the applicant, and declared he would leave  the meeting when the item was under discussion.

16148	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 10 AUGUST 2026, copies circulated prior to meeting, were APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

16149	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only):
a)	Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) - notes circulated prior to meeting – members noted the recent and unexpected announcement/decision from Government to pause and review the LGR for Lancashire.  Further information will be provided in due course. 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage to allow any members of the public who are resident in Aughton (or such other persons in the Chairman’s absolute discretion) to address the meeting.  
A brief discussion took place over the pausing of the LGR and whether or not this would have implications for ‘Planning’ and the new Local Plan.   The Borough Councillor for Rural South Ward and Chairman of the Local Plan Committee confirmed work was progressing with the preparation of the new Local Plan which would not now be completed until October 2029.  The current adopted Local Plan 2012-2027 would remain the main document for determining planning applications alongside the NPPF August 2026.  A question and answer session took place over the difficulties faced from challenges from Developers that the plan was out of date;  the 5 year housing land supply;  the ‘Call for Sites’ exercise (Parish Councils had not yet been notified);  Green Belt/Grey Belt issues, etc.
The Chairman raised the issues of Student Accommodation and whether or not it was used to count towards meeting the 5 year housing land supply;  development near well connected stations and was the capacity of car parking taken into consideration?


AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL			-2-				14 SEPTEMBER 2026
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (Continued)

A group of residents attended to iterate their views and objections made at the August 2026 meeting on the planning application for development of Land North-West of Prescot Road for 300 dwellings, now listed on the September Meeting Agenda for consideration by the Parish Council.  Also, objections to the amendment to Planning Application 2026/0628/PIP Land off Middlewood Drive for the erection of up to 9 dwellings. Other residents raised objections to the loss of fertile arable land and loss of wildlife.   All views were noted by Parish Councillors and Borough Ward Councillors present.
The Chairman thanked everyone for their comments and the meeting was resumed.

16150	PLANNING:
a)	National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF August 2026) – notes circulated prior to meeting – for full details view: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media6a8334c03bd75681e2329ac4/National_Planning_Policy_ Framework.pdf 
Members noted the document.
b)	Weekly Planning List Items – view plans on www.westlancs.gov.uk/planning 
*2026/0649/FUL   262 Prescot Road  Demolition of existing dwelling & erection of replacement dwelling – members raised no objections to the demolition, for reasons given, but would fully support the views of LCC Highways in respect of the proposed gated access and safe parking of construction vehicles.
*the above application was considered via the Parish Council Prior Notification Procedure (PNP) to meet the deadline for response.
There were NO COMMENTS in the cases of:
2026/0670/FUL   0720   0721  
In the case of:
2026/0544/OUT  Land North West of Prescot Road (Outline Application) – residential development of up to 300 dwellings, including affordable housing, public open space, landscaping, sustainable drainage systems, internal roads and footpaths, bio diversity enhancements and associated infrastructure with vehicular access from Prescot Road (150 proposed market housing, 150 social affordable housing or rent).  Members strongly objected to the application and the following submission was sent to the Local Planning Authority  (unanimous decision):

‘Aughton Parish Council, having considered the views of large groups of local residents who are regularly attending our monthly meetings to strongly object to development on our Green Belt, has taken the unanimous decision to vehemently oppose the application for the following reasons:
1)  This is an Outline Planning Application with some matters reserved.  Referring to the National Planning Policy Framework August 2026, Para.13 Protecting Green Belt land (the objective of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open.  The government attaches great importance to Green Belts, the essential features of which are their openness and permanence).  The Parish Council considers Brownfield Sites should be released in preference to Green Belt land – we understand the WLBC Brownfield Land Register is currently being updated.  Once the ‘Call for Sites Exercise’ has been completed, there may be many smaller Brownfield or much Lower Grade Agricultural Quality Sites available in the Borough.
2)  Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land (BMV) – the site has always been, and still is, in agricultural use and is identified as Grades 2 & 3 BMV.  The NPPF clearly states that BMV land should not be developed unless absolutely necessary – the developer has not demonstrated ‘very special circumstances’.  The loss of this land for housing would, therefore, result in the permanent loss of productive farmland.  West Lancashire needs to 
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Para.16150 (Continued)

keep growing domestic food supplies and it would be irresponsible to release this land for 300 dwellings given the need for the preservation of farmland for food security.
3)  Visual Amenity – Development of this BMV farmland would encroach into the countryside creating harm to openness arising from development of an undeveloped site, would change the landscape character of the approach to the Parish of Aughton, adversely impacting on the visual amenity by reason of inappropriate harm.
4)  Tree Protection – Although ‘access arrangements’ will be considered further under ‘Reserved Matters’, it is noted that the Arboricultural Officer has stated ‘location inappropriate for site access and recommends refusal due to loss of trees’.
5)  Environmental Impact – House building on this land would represent a severe and irreversible environmental loss particularly in respect of wildlife and protected species.
6)  Development within Reasonable walking distance (Policies S5, L3, GB7 relating to land around well-connected stations) – this is considered to be around 800 metres or around 10 minutes’ walk time.  The site in question is in Green Belt and the revised NPPF policy does not apply to all of the site as part of it is greater than 800m or more than a 10 minute walk from the train station.  Trains are frequent but at times they are operating at more than full capacity.  The station’s car park on a weekday is always full and many residents on the far side of the proposed site would drive to the station and have to park on already crowded adjacent roads.
7)  Heritage Assets (NPPF HE6) – the site being in close proximity to Moor Hall, a Grade II Listed Manor House dating back to occupation by the Stanley family.  The importance of protecting the historic character of this Heritage Asset, an irreplaceable resource, and ensuring ‘its setting’ was not impacted from a development of 300 dwellings is crucial.
8)  Health, Education and Local Services plus Traffic & Highway matters – GP Surgeries and Dental Practices in the area are over-subscribed, and local services over-stretched.  The NHS estimate some 720 new patient registrations from this proposed new development would place significant demands on the local health services especially with younger families in the proposed affordable houses.
On Schools and Nurseries, the Aughton Primary Schools have limited capacity and the Ormskirk Secondary Schools are also in a similar position.  Local Nurseries for under 5’s are always near full capacity.  Once again, the Parish could not cope with additional demand from proposed development (refer ‘Education’ calculation).
Traffic & Highway Safety – the local infrastructure is already over-stretched and is not capable of absorbing the impact of a development of this scale.  Since the opening of the extra junction on the M58, there has been a significant increase in traffic including HGV’s and farm machinery etc using Prescot Road.  Extra traffic from a proposed development of 300 dwellings would exacerbate the situation even further putting even more pressure on the local road network.

In conclusion, the Parish Council considers there would be adverse impacts arising from the release of the site including loss of openness and harm to the rural landscape, irreversible loss of BMV quality agricultural farmland and, given the number of on-line comments on the Planning Portal, very unpopular with the local community.
The cumulative impact of this proposed development for 300 dwellings, the site off Prescot Road/Parrs Lane with permission granted for the ‘safeguarded’ land for 122 dwellings and other applications in the pipeline, would detrimentally affect the rural landscape character of the Parish of Aughton.
Aughton Parish Council would urge Planning Officers to issue a ‘refusal recommendation’ in relation to this application and for the Planning Committee to endorse the refusal.’
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2026/0679/FUL  59 Noel Gate (corner plot)  members raised no objections to the proposal but wished to ensure construction vehicles park in a safe manner in order to protect other road users on the local highway network.
2026/0690/FUL  60 Granville Park West – members wished to ensure the proposals would not detrimentally affect the character or appearance of Granville Park Conservation Area or result in loss of residential amenity to neighbouring properties by way of overlooking/loss of privacy – the proposed loss of trees could impact on the appearance of the Conservation Area.
2026/0616/FUL  74A Long Lane – in view of its location and to safeguard the amenities of nearby residents and users of public transport facilities, construction vehicles must adhere to safe parking restrictions.
2026/0707/FUL  2 Delph Lane – the site lies adjacent Granville Park Conservation Area on a large corner plot on Delph Lane/Moss Delph Lane.  Members considered the proposal was ‘over-development’ of the site, out-of-keeping with the street scene and concern was raised about the access arrangements.
2026/0729/FUL  Land to the East of Granville Park (demolition of an existing building and erection of a new building for uses falling within Class E – members considered the proposed style/design of the building may not reflect or preserve the character and appearance of Granville Park Conservation Area and, with the opening up of the site by the removal of the hedge line on Granville Park, the proposal did not relate well with the nearby Listed Structure of Granville Park War Memorial.  

*(Councillor Pendleton declared his Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in the next application, as he was known personally to the applicant, and left the meeting at this stage.

Councillor McVicker took the Chair.
After some discussion, the following comments were made:
‘Amendment to 2026/0628/PIP  Land off Middlewood Drive – Aughton Parish Council, having considered the views of large groups of local residents who are regularly attending our monthly meetings to strongly object to any development on our Green Belt sites, has taken the decision to continue with its stance to vehemently oppose the PIP application for the reasons previously given.  Referring to the NPPF, Para.13 Protecting Green Belt land (the objective of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open.  The government attaches great importance to Green Belts, the essential features of which are their openness and permanence).  The loss of this land for housing would, therefore, result in the permanent loss of productive farmland.  West Lancashire needs to keep growing domestic food supplies and it would be irresponsible to release this land, albeit for 9 dwellings, given the need for the preservation of farmland for food security.  Development of this BMV farmland (and the adjoining site), would encroach into the countryside creating harm to the openness arising from development of an undeveloped site, would change the landscape character and adversely impact on the visual amenity by reason of inappropriate harm.’

*(Councillor Pendleton resumed the meeting)

c)  Appeals/Planning Control:  
Notification of an Appeal Lodged for the refusal of planning permission by WLBC for a rear roof alteration at
*25 Brookfield Lane (2026/0503/FUL – design & safety reasons). 

d)  Planning Applications receiving a Refusal Decision:
2026/0543/FUL  267 Long Lane ‘Parsland’ – extensions & alterations  REFUSED – design & parking issues
*2026/0503/FUL  - erection of glass panel balustrade around central area of a flat roof at rear (Refused) 
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e)  LCC Street Works: notification of proposed temporary road closures in Aughton over coming weeks – at Town Green Lane 14-18 Sept (new electricity cables) the prohibition will be operative daily from 9.30am to 3.00pm to help reduce disruption to school traffic and local services;  Sandfield Park 26-28 Oct (Openreach)
view https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/roads/roadworks-and-traffic-regulation-orders/ 

16151	LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL: to further view matters outstanding:
a)  Walkway between Town Green Lane and Norris House Drive – a further request for improvements to lighting, in the interests of school children and pedestrian safety – the matter to be raised with LCC Lighting Section & the relevant County Councillor.
b)  Gullies on Town Green Lane adjacent   a) above – to consider long term improvements to alleviate severe flooding, in the interests of school children and pedestrian safety – the matter to be raised with LCC Highways
& the relevant County Councillor.

16152	LCC PARISH & TOWN COUNCIL CONFERENCE:  Saturday, 14 November 2026, at the Exchange, County Hall, Preston, followed by LALC Annual General Meeting, 9.30am-4pm – bookings via the Parish Clerk.

16153	POLICING OF AUGHTON – details had been circulated on 11 September 2026,  prior to the meeting,  about the Independent Advisory Panel (IAP) and Aughton’s representative.  Currently, there were no matters to raise for consideration but a report from the IAP Meeting scheduled for October 2026 would be circulated once available.

16154	PARISH FINANCE:
a)  Graveyard Grants – it was RESOLVED to approve payment to the Parochial Church Councils of Christ Church & St Michael’s Church in the sum of £500 each church (budget allocation).
b)  Play Areas:  the Inspection of 4 play areas was noted, with monitoring and minor repair recommendations.  It was RESOLVED to approve payment to Yates Playgrounds Ltd in the sum of £200 (plus VAT) – Budget Allocation.
c)  Independent Internal Audit:  Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 – it was RESOLVED to approve payment to Mr A Gore MCIPD ex CILCA in the sum of £100 for services rendered in respect of the independent internal audit carried out to the Parish Council Accounts and for signing off the relevant documents required by the External Auditor.
d)  Accounts for the month of September 2026 
Income												Nil
Expenditure									(includes VAT if appropriate)
Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance plus litter collection		2,950.51
Yates Playgrounds Ltd – inspection of 4 playareas						   240.00
Mr Arthur Gore – independent internal auditor for professional services rendered		   100.00
St Michaels Parochial Church Council – Graveyard Grant						   500.00
Christ Church Parochial Church Council – Graveyard Grant					   500.00
Lancashire Turf Supplies Ltd – fertiliser to encourage growth on bowling green			   176.65
Ron Crosbie Tyres Ltd – 2 maxxis grass block tyres fitted with disposal of old casings		   472.80
Salaries – part-time Clerk/part-time Park-keeper    (as per scheduled payments for salaries approved in 26/27 budget)
HM Revenue & Customs – Income Tax & NIC 			                          (as per PAYE rates 26/27 budget)
It was RESOLVED that all the foregoing accounts be paid.

[bookmark: _GoBack]16155	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – to confirm Monday, 12 October 2026.
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm.	
